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towards others, and kindly ond considerate
towards those who differ from him. e has
ever endeavoured to win people to his way
by persuading them that the course he pur-
sued wag in the best interests of the country.
1 thank him for his kind references to my-
self. What I have done to help him in any
way I will be extremely pleased to do for
his suceessorz. I wish them successlul
Ministeria] eaveers, and hope that the same
consideration will be shown by them to-
wards me as was always exhibited by M.
Drew. There is one other characteristic of
Mr. Drew that was most marked. I think it
helped very much fowards his clfectiveness
as o Parliamentarian. Tle never interjected.
Over and over aguin 1 have listened to
speeches when his opponents were distinetly
wrong, He allowed ibem to go on, and to
commit themselves fully without correcting
them. Bui when he came to reply, his reply
for that reason was the more effective, I
do think that Mr. Drew’s Parvliamentary skill
helped him very materially in his suceesses.
His skill was shown by always keeping his
knowledge well up his sleeve until the time
came to answer his political eritics.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. J. M.
Drew——Central—in reply) [3.50f: T should
lik: to make a brief rveply. It is rveally
impossible for me adequately to reply. I
cannot say how deeply I appreciate the
very valuable sentiments which have been
expressed in my regacd. I know very well
that they will be highly valued by my wife
and family. They will be a standing testi-
mony in my favour, a certificate of char-
acter eoming from those with whom I have
worked in amity for so many vears. I have
never had suel a fribute paid to me during
my life, and it would nol be possible for
me 1o receive another such fribute. Kind
things have been said in this Fiouse hefore,
very kind things which have been 2 wreat
help to me in many wayvs. Members of the
Council have excelled themselves to-night.
I will treasure the records of the speeches
that have been made liere by those who are
ranged on a side of politics contrary to
that which I oceupy. 1 expected this,
knowing members here, and that they do
not allow political bias to zovern them on
occasions like the present. I knew very
well ther would have something to say
abont me, but I scarcely expected that they
~ould possibly have gone as far as they

did this afternoon. I hope members will
aecept my good intentions, whieh eannot
possibly he eonveyed in words. I say good-
bye to every member, and can with truth
state that I regard everyone present, and
those who are absent, not only as my poli-
tieal friends, but ny friends in every re-
spect.
Question put and passed.

Hovse adjonrned ut 5352 pm.
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ELECTORAL—BROWNHILL-IVANHOE
CONSTITUENCY.

Seat Declared Vacant.

Me. SPEAKER: 1 have received the fol-

lowing eommunication from the Nepunty
Premier:—
[ have the lonour to inform you that 3r.
F. €. L. Smith, member in the Legislative As-
sembly for the Brownhill-Ivanhoe electoral
district, has accepted an office of profit under
the Crown, to wit, the office of JMinister for
Justice - and Railways.  Weuld you be good
cnough, therefore, to issuc your warrant for the
vacancy thus ereated.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. M.
F. Trov—2Lt. Magnet) [4.351: T move—

That, owing to the aeceptance of an offier of
profit under the Crown, the seat of thie memhber
for Brownhill-Ivanhoe be declared racant.

Question put and passed.
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QUESTION—TAXATION, FINANCIAL
EMERGENCY.

Mr. HEGNEY asked the Treasurer: 1, Is
the Taxation Department in a position to
show (a) the number of persons who have
paid finaneial emergeney tax according (o
the respective rates of incidence; (b} the
annual amount of revenue reecived at the
respective rates? 2, If the answer is in the
afirmative, what ave the replies to (a) and
{b) ahove for the last financial year?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Treasurer) replied: 1, (a) No. (b) Ne. 2,
Answered by No, 1. 1t may be stated that
the major portion of this tax is collected at
the source and is paid by means of stamps
and remittances by employers. Dissection
of these amounts into the respeetive rates of
incidence is not possible, as no information
is supplied from which a dissection eould he
made. With regard to the portion of the
tax which is collected by mcans of annual
assessments, no particulars of the tax paid
at the respective rates of incidence have ever
heen taken out and could not be eompiled
without a detailed and costly examination
of all assessments. Even if this were done,
it would be of mo value without similar
particulars with regard to the collecions at
the souree, which, as set aut above, it would
be impossible to ohtain.

QUESTION—MINING RESERVATIONS.

Me. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: What was fhe number of reserva-
tions granted for prospecting or mining for
wold in existence at the 30th Juue, 1934,
1935, and 1936 respectively?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:
30/6/1934, GG; 30/6/1935, 83; 30/6/1936,

T2,

QUESTION—NURSES FROM EASTERN
STATES.

Mr. J. MacCallum SMUTH asked the Min-
ister for Heallh: 1, How many nurses were
recently imported from the Eastern States?
2, At what cost to the State? 3, What was
the necessity For their introduction?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH veplied:
1, 17. 2, None. 3, Insufficient nuorses
available here to staff our hospitals follow-
ing the 48-hour award.

[ASSEMBLY.]

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the Premier
(Hon, J. C. Willeoeck—Ceraldton} and for
four weeks to Hon. P. Collier (Boulder) ou
the ground of ill-health,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Seventh Dayp—Amendien?,
Debate reswmed {rom the previous day.

MR. DOUST (Nelson) [4.36]: At this
stage T shall take the opportunity to convey
my congratulations to you, 3Mr. Speaker,
as many of the other speakers have already
done. TUnfortunately, T have not been in a
position to appreciate your good serviees in
the past. After vou hear that I represent
a district in which a great number of blun-
ders have been committed, and it 15 quite
possible, in view of my cnviromment, my
assogiation with that distriet will oeeasion
me also to make blunders in this House, you
will understand that, while 1 econgratulate
yvou upon youy re-election to the Speaker-
ship, T shall, to sowe extent, expect a quid
pro quo in anticipating your protection and
assistanee if T should make blunders in the
future. To the Government I say that I
do most sincerely cffer my congratulations
to them upon their refurn to ‘power for an-
oiher three years. It has been stated ihat
they have been returned to office with a re-
duced majority, but it must be remembered
they still represent a majority of the eice-
torates throughout the State. While T am
a member of this Parliament, I shall always
consider it my duty to support the Govern-
ment on all possible oeeasions, excepting
only whea I regard their proposals as clash-
ing diametvically with the interests of my
clectorate.  To the new Minister who was
ciceted vesterday, Mo F. C, L. Smith, I
alse desire to offer myv eongratnlations. I
trust and hope that his experience in office
will be pleasant and that, after spending
the next 12 or 15 years as a Minister of the
Crown in this State, and when the electors,
ag iy customary, turn good men out of office,
he will be able to look back with pride upon
the services he has rendered to the State dur-
ing that period, and that he will be able
te leave the Treasury beneh withont feelings
of regret. Az for myself, T con-
tend that I represent prohably one of
the most cosmopolitan electoratez within the
State. There ave quite a number of wool
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and fat lamb growers in my constitueney,
while fruit-growing is also represented, as
well as the cultivation of eereals, particu-
larly oats. Tobacco and hops are also grown
in the district and, I believe, in that district
only. Dairying, with its various sidelines,
including cheese manufacture and pig-rais-
ing, is one of the principal agrieultural in-
dustries in the eleetorate. Then we grow
potatoes and also have in our midst a
secondary industry—sawmilling. The last-
mentioned industry is very largely repre-
sented in the Nelson electorate, particularly
when we remember that two of the State
suwmills operate there. Sleeper-hewing is
also carried on to a large extent by
licensed as well as unregistered hewers. In
addition to that, there are 300 or 400 sus-
tenance workers, most of whom, unfortun-
alely, are single men, and probably an equal
number of men employed in similar types
of work with no particular classification.
On top of that, I rcpresent no fewer than
seven small towns with populations ranging
from 200 to 1,100 =onls, and throughout the
electorate there are 15,000 people in resi-
dence. As an Independent, I think I can
elaim to be able to represent such a deversi-
fied set of interests far better than I eould
as one pledged to either of the several
political parties in this HHouse. I can at this
stage tell members sitting on the Government
side of the House that I intend to be a

candid eritic. My eriticism will not be
of a ecarping naturee I am one of
of those who do not feel like pulling

down unless I believe I am able to build
up, and to build up better, as my eonscience
'dictates. While I shall candidly eritieise
the Government, members opposite can be
satisfied that where their legislative pro-
posals are for the betterment of the State,
they will find me voting on their side of
the House very frequently indeed.

Government Members: That’s good.

Mr, DOUST: I believe that there is much
good in the platforms of all political par-
ties. Personally I do not believe in party
governmment and I can certainly say that I
do not believe that party reeriminations—
particularly as they were indulged in just
before and during the last general election—
are at all beneficial to the people of Wes-
tern Australia. I am quite bumble in say-
ing that I do not think such tactics reflect
mnch eredif on the dignity of candidates who
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indulged in those reflections and reerimina-
tions.

Mr. Raphael: The Leader of the Qpposi-
tion bows his head in shame.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have no shame
at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

My, DOUST: If the member for Vietoria
PPark, who interjected, had been listening
to me during my election campaign, he
would probably have found my sirictures
were just as definitely against his party
as against that led by the Leader of the
Opposition. T hope I shall be able to exam-
ine legislation that is brought before the
House and vote as my conscience may dic-
tate, without reference whatever to the
political shibboleths of any of the partiez
represented here.  Consequently, I am sin-
cere in my congratulations to the Govern-
ment and, as I have already stated, I shall
on all oceasions do my best to assist them
in passing legislation that is for the bene-
fit of Western Australia. I intend during
my speech to refrain as much as possible
from mentioning parochial matters, hut
there is one exception which I shall men-
tion in 2 moment. 1 believe I shall have
an opportunity to bring other matters
affceting my electorate before the Chamber
during the discussion on the Estimates. The
only maiter of a parochial nature that I
consider it necessary to bring forward at
this stage is one that concerns the Minis-
ter for Water Supplies. This has refer-
ence to the water supply catchment in
Bridgetown. Possibly my statement will
come as a surprise to members of the
House, knowing as they do what a wet
part of the State that is. On the Ist
August, the quantity of water impounddd
was 2,800,000 gallons, whereas the averape
on that date for the past six years has
been 12,000,000 gallons. On the 19th of
the month the quantity had increased to a
little over 3,000,000 gallons, whereas the
average guantity has been 18,000,000 gal-
lons. At this time last year the quantity
was 16,000,000 gallons. The people of
Bridgetown were very much concerned this
time last year when they had 16,000,000
gallons, but as they now have less than
4,000,000 gallons, the Minister, I think, will
recognise the seriousness of the position.
Unless we have particularly heavy rains
within the next fwo or three months, it is
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certain that a lavge ¢uantity of water will
have to be carted to Bridgetown, especially
for railway requirements. I hope the Min-
ister will take immediate steps to aseertain
whether something can be done to augment
the supply before it is too late in the year.
Perhaps at this stage it would not be out
of place to inform the House that I am
one of those who will not, during the
present session, be asking for a reduetion
of taxation, I am perfectly well aware that
if a reduction is made in taxation of one
form, then of necessity we shall have to
increase taxation in some other form. The
money is required to earvy on the work of
government in Western Australia, and it
seems problematical indeed whether any
general reduetion of taxation ean be made.
The hospital tax appears to be a sort of
hybrid system under which o single man
receiving 30s. a week has to pay 1%4d. in
the pound and a man receiving £200 per
week or per month also pays 1led. in
the pound. In my opinion, that is not demo-
cratie. T think the tax should be increased
and graded somewhat similarly to the finan-
cial emergency tax. The worst feature is
that while we bave to pay the hospital tax,
we get no benefit from it. It would be far
better to increase the tax to some extent,
particularly on the higher grades of income,
and reeeive some henefit for our payments,
rather than allow the inecidence te remain
as at present. In 1930, T believe, the orig-
inal measure made provision for certain
exemptions, £250 for married men and a
considerably lesser sum for single men. Such
men were to he entitled to hospital treat-
ment free of charge owing to the faet of the
hospital tax being in operation. In 1931 the
Act was altered by adding a provision to the
effeet that no one could elaim exemption
from payment of lospital tax unless he
proved to the satisfaetion of the Minister
or of the hospital committee that he was not
in a position to pay. Perhaps it would be
better to express the position in another
way, namely, that the applicant had not re-
ceived more than the amount of the exemp-
tion, that lie did not have money of his
own in the bank, and did not have assets
on which he eould realise and thus pay the
dues owing by him to the hospital. Whether
my eomplaint is general throughont the
State or not, 1 do not know, but as regards
the hospital cowmittee at Manjimup, the
original provision seems to be a dead letter.

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Every applicant must fill in a form, and the
committee decide whether he should pay any-
thing or not. Let me give several instances.
A man, whose wife was recently in hospital,
has bheen on snstenance for a long time. His
total earnings for the previous 12 months
had amounted to £124. The hospital committee
are not prepared to make any reduction in
the charges to him, He has no Jand or home;
he is renting » house; he has no money §n
the bank. That follows because he has been
on sustenance 50 long and doing part-time
work in the distriet wherever he could get
it. The reason given for not making any
reduction was that the wife had been able
to go to a private maternity home and pre-
sumably had paid the fees there. Conse-
quently it was considered that when she re-
ceived treatment at the Government hospital,
the hushand could pay the fees there also.
Another manr on sustenance with five child-
ren has been receiving £3 10s. a week, or
less than the basic wage. He has no noney.
His hospital fees amounted to £26 and, in-
cluding the doctor’s fees, he owed £60. The
only reduction the hospital committee are
prepared fo make is £13. Flenee he will still
have to pay £13 to the hospital and sorme-
thing like £40 to the doctor, and vet he 15 a
man who comes well within the limit stipu-
lated in the Aet. A third man on susten-
ance for vears, with five elildren, has been
receiving the basic wage, but there has been
a lot of illness in the family. He had to
send children to Perth, under instruetions
from the local doctor, for treatment. The
doctor’s fees amount to £12 and the loecal
hospital fees to something like £20. Just
ufter he left hospital, he received an account,
und threec months later he received a solici-
tor’s letter demanding payment of the fees
within a few days, plus 10s. for the soliei-
tor’s fee. T claim that the Minister shonld
inke steps to ensure that the various country
hospital comumittees are made au fait with
the provisions of the Act.

Mr. Fox: How are the hospital committee
elected?

Mr. DOUST: T believe that {wo are clected
by the Manjitoup Road Board, who guar-
anteed payment of half the cost of the hos-
pital, two are appointed by the ratepayers,
and the rest by timber workers on the mills.
It is quite wrong that country hospitals
should not give more consideration to this
class of people, and recognise that the Act
contains an exemption, and that people
should he granted the privilege when they
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make the neeessary application.  Another
matier T wish fo bring under the notice of
the House is the probability of a shortage
of fruit cazes during the coming fruit har-
vest.  The probable shortage is 250,000
cases. The cost of fruit eases, I understand,
is in the vieinity of £6 10s. per load, while
the value of ordinary timber, particularly
for expert, is in the vicinity of £7 10s. per
load. The result is that mills in a position
to eat fruit cases do not desire to press this
side of the business, becauxe it is not paving
so well as the other portion. Tt will he «
most serious matter, not only for the fruit-
growers hut also for the State, if we are not
in a position to ship the whole of the export-
able surplus, parfticularly of apples. Tt
has  been suggested that smaller mills
conld be creeted, but owing to ihe
fact that our vedwood case, which is
clatned tn be an advertisement [Font
Western  Australian  and a  frademark
of our growers, has to be plancd, the cost
of installing planing machines would be
entirely bevond the finaneial resowrces of
any sinall miller.  Counsequently the work
can be undertaken only by those who arve in
a good financial position. Warri is the prin-
cipal timber used, and as two of the State
sawmills are operating in the karri eountry,
and only one privately-owned mill is operat-
ing on a large seale, it follows that we must
look for help more from the State sawmills
operating in the karri country than from
the privately-owned mill. I hope the Minis-
ter will do his best to persuade the manager
of the State Sawmills to overcome this great
difficulty. It may be said that fruitgrowers
could used whitewood. Such cases are avail-
able at a little higher cost than the redwood,
but if growers used whitewood cases, they
would immediately lose the identification for
their fruit on the oversens market, and their
trademark would go by the hoard. Conse-
quently they are muech sverse to using white-
wood cases. It may he possible to use white-
wood for fruit for local consumption. The
whitewood cases, however, are much dearer
than redwood, except that theve is a rebate
of 45. a case when it comes to exporting
them. That brings down the cost to one that
is comparable with the red case. Tt wonld
be necessary for the Government to en-
deavour to persnade the Federal authorities
to allow the rebate for whitewood cases
when used for loeal consumption. With
reference to the Speech, I wish to add my
enconiums fo the Government for having

secured a surplus for the first time for many
vears. It js pleasing to know that this sur-
plus has been secnred by following the or-
thodex finaneial methods. T+ must be a
source of great satisfaction and gratification
to the Premier and his eolleagnes. It may
be assumed by some that this smplus indi-
cates that we have passed one of those many
corners we hear so much about, and that
we are now in a straight wide road whieh
leads to financial prosperity. That is not
my opinion. Although this svrplus may be
ot advantage for window-dressing displays,
I view il in sn cntirely different light. 1
feel confident in stating that the surplus has
heen attained at the expense of the unem-
ployed, the sustenance and part-time work-
ers. No matter what the actual surplus may
be, whilst we have one part-time worker,
man or woman, working for less than the
hasie wage, we cannot elaim in any eiremm-
stanees that we hiave (urned the corner and
arc heading for prosperity. Until everyone
can enjoy a reasonable standard of living,
and the value of the primary produoets
brings suffieient remuneration to enable our
producers to enjoy a similar standing, and
to pay a reasonable rate of wage to their
emplovees, it canngt he contended that we
are reasouably prosperous, ov that we have
left behind us this artificially ereated depres-
sion. Whilst I keenly appreciate the faet
that we ave only a subordinate Government,
and are ham-strung by the Commonwealth
so far as the wajor phases of Government
are concerned, I wish to point omnt that it
is problematical if it will ever lie possible
for the Australian people to enjoy reason-
able prosperity under our present sys-

tem of Governmental book-keeping. Al-
though the price of some of ounr
primary produets may rise, as it has

‘done veeently in the ease of wheat, and
this may provide a semblance of indieation
of a return to prosperity, I may well ask
at what expense this has been obtained.
Do members realise that this increase in
the price of wheat has heen obtained
‘through a ecatastrophe to farmers in Can-
ada? If our opportunity of enjoying a
better standard of living amongst the pro-
ducers can only be obtained through simi-
lar catastrophes in other parts of the world,
do not members think we are paying too
high a price for the improvement in our
conditions? This may mean temporary
affluencee here, but it must mean great pov-
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erty in  some other parts of the
British dominions, Until the Common-
wealth and State Governments are
prepared to adopt ‘the «ouble-eniry
system of hookkeeping, placing the

liahilities on one side and the assets on the
other, tabulating and showing the financial
position in its true light, weighing our real
wealth, labour, goeds and services against
our Hnancial liabilities, our debts plus the
cost of soeial responsibilities, the people
themselves will never realise the real
wealth of the land we live in. In other
words, until we persuade the people that!
our real wealth, our ability to produce
goods and services, and our capacity td
exchange same, where, when and as re-
quired, both to our own and other people,
so long shall we be groping about seeking
prosperity, which I claim is no nearer now
than it was in the depth of the depression.
Until our real wealth and our assets take
precedence over our paper and fduociary
liabilities, just so long will our difficuliies
be found to be insurmountazble. I wish
now to deal with that very vexed question
which has been exercising our minds so
much in the South-West. I refer fo the
rehabilitation of the group settlements. I
approach this question not as an agitator,
as I have been deseribed, but as one bear-
ing in mind the repercussions to the State
as well as to the unfortunate settler him;
gelf. All, I think, are agreed that the
scheme was originally brought into opera-
tion to open up the South-West, and to
prevent a flood of imporis from the Eas-
tern States, amounting to about a millien
and-a-half annually. 1 freely admit that
mistakes have been made on both sides, by
the Government as well as by the seftler.
T claim, however, that to-day no loss has
been made by the scheme, at least no loss
to the State. I hope to prove conclusively
that since Tvesponsible Government no
secheme fathered by the State has ever heen
put into operation that has been of such
great advantage to the people of Western
Australia. By the espenditure of aboub
seven and a half millions we have been
able to provide avenues through which the
State has prevented at least a million
pounds going in the purchase of dairy pro-
ducts from the Eastern States. If that is
so it means a return of not less than 15 per
gent. per annum on the expenditure of

[ASSEMBLY.]

seven and a half millions. The balance ol
trade between us and the Eastern States
is bad to-day from our point of view, but
it would have been at least one million
pounds more per annum had it not been
for the establishment of group settlements,
IWhilst we are paying something like four
hundred thousand pounds per annum for
interest borrowed on the money for the
cstablishment of the scheme, we are still
left with six hundred thousand pounds
which ean be paid for imports either from
the Eastern States or elsewhere. Jt is
extremely difficult to measure the indirect
benefits to the State and the majority of
its people. It ean he taken as largely out-
weighing any contingent indireet losses.
Great assets have been developed through
settlers having become dairy-minded. In
1920 there were two or three factories, and
now 12 or 15 butter factories have heen
established. There are also four or five
checse and eondensed milk factories. These
would never have come into being but for
the imauguration of group settlements. The
old settlers would never have become dairy-
minded, nor would they have had the in-
centive to embark upon dairying as they
have done, but for the impetus which was
provided for them. The people of the
State are to be congratulated upon the sue-
cess whieh has been achieved through the
inauguration of this scheme. Blunders
have heen made in the past, but I am afraid
the greatest blunder of all is bheing perpe-
inated and will he allowed to eontinue. The
abandonment of group holdings is the
greatest blunder, far transcending anything
that has ever been done in the past, and
hurting this State to a far greater extent

than most people imagine. Something
like 700 group homes are abandoned
to-day. Do  members realise what

this means? T am adding interest to the
amount involved, not because of the faet
that it may have heen collected had the
settlers remained on their properties, hut to
show what a small amount interest repre-
sents when we take other questions into con-
sideration. I am taking the new values and
not the original ¢ost. The interest on the
700 abandoned holdings nmounts to £21,000.
These propertics ave depreciating, and T say
without fear of contradiction that thev are
deteriorating at least at the rate of £100 per
annum. These 700 holdings represent no
less than £70,000. The settlers have left and
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Iuwe gone on to sustenance. If they have
not all gone on to =ustenance, they have
taken johs that sustenance workers were
Justly entitled to. So far as the State is con-
verned the result iz the same. That Y0U
peaple haviny zone on to snstenance has cost
the country no less than £105,000 per
amum.  And then we have the indivect loss.
Tho=e people, had thev remained on their
blocks, could reasonably have been cexpected
to earn at least £130 per annum in new
primary wealth, a total of €91,000 for the
vear, This makes a grand total loss of
£287,000.  Of this amount, inenrred during
the Iast 12 months, while the present Agri-
cultural Bank Commissioners have held
office, €36,000 iz an annual loss, avising {rom
the further abandonment of 239 holdings
last year. 1 now give a summary of the

position on aroups classifyving tle settlers—
CGand.  Doubtfel. Bad. Total.
Bunbury ... 12 4 4 2
Buszelton 1n2 pail) 48 384
Denmark ... 21 60 17 a8
Manjinup ... 41 134 115 290
Pecl Estate ... 74 25 1 100
200 467 185 Ho2

The Minister for Lands: Who pave you
that information about the scttlers? T)id
vou classily them yourself. or who classified
them ?

Mr, DOUST: [ justifv the statement by
mentioning that I fook it out of the annual
report ol the Group Settlement Commission
which was laid on the Table of the House
two or three days ago,

The Minister for Lands: That is all rieht,
then.

My, DOUST: It will be seen that there
are 230 ood group settiers, 467 doubtful
ones, anidl 155 bad ones, making a total of
902, or, with the 692 seitlers who have
abandoned their blocks, a erand total of
1594, That figure 1,594 does not compare
well with  the original number of 2,000
blocks. I aun net altogether able to explain
the reason. but we know that a number of
blacks have been abandoned and a good
many others linked up.  This probably ex-
plains why there ave only 902 group settlers
to-day.  The Aericultural Bank Commis-
sioners have stated that they expert a further
nnntber of settlers to leave. 1Tt has been
stated gn fairly wood authority that they ex-
pect anythine up to 30 per cent. of the pre-
sent settlers to leave, which would mean 500

200

additional abandened holdings. Taking 2¢H)
abandoned holdings for the current year, let
me show what the loss to the State will be.
The interest would amount to £9,300, depre-
ciation to £20,000, sustenance for the men
leaving their blocks wonld amount to
£30,000, and the indirect loss I estimate at
£26,000. Thu= the Commissioners are bud-
eeting for an annual loss of £83,000 addi-
tional to the £287,000 T mentioned pre-
viously. T rvegard the estimate of the Com-
missioners, that 200 settlers will leave their
holdings this vear, as entirely optimistie. In
considering this national loss of £287,000
annually, of which £96,000 has heen incurred
since the Agricultural Bank Commissioners
took oflice, T bave to point out that if all
the interest were collected from the remain-
ing group settlers, it would amount to only
£43,0000 Compave with that amonnt of
£43.000 the expected loss of £83,000 during
the coming xear, and the actual loss of
£06,000 last vear, additional to the £287,000
lost sinee the cstablishment of group scttle-
ments! Hon, members will agree willh me
that although many blunders have been made
in conneetion with group settlement, the
blunder at prefent being made trangeends
anything that has ocenrred in the past. Much
haz been snoid about the wrifing down of
eroupr settlement holdings. Based on the
price of butter fat, which is the crux of the
whole pexition, preseat valuations are higher
than those of 1929. During the last seven
vears butter fat prieces have ranged as fol-
lows:—1930, 1s. 4.10d, per lh.; 1931, 1s.
4.07d.: 1932, 1s. 1.42d.; 1933, 11.294;
1934, 9.091d.0 1935, 10.87d.: and 1936, 1s.
2.38d. The Agricultural Bank Commis-
sioners elaim that through their re-organisa-
tion they have heen enabied to colleet a much
larger amount of interest during the last 12
monthg than could be collected previously.
They consider that a notable success of their
re-organisation. I assure the House that
the larzer amount has heen colleeted simply
and solely because in 1935 the settlers paid
every possible penny they eould, and in 1936
did the same. Because they veceived an addi-
tional 3d. for butter fat, they were able to
make the amount paid by way of intercst
very much higher. As the late trustees sen-
sibly recoznised that it was a physieal im-
possibility for the settlers to pay in 1930,
s0 to-day the public, if not the Bank, will
recoenise that the same impossible position
exizt~ now s regards paying Interest in
full.  1f butter-fat falls, the position be-
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conies worse.  Would any person possessing
a knowledge of the dairying indushy sng-
west that at present there is not a great prob-
ability of butter-fat falling, and falling eon-
siderably? Even if good secttlers to-day con-
sider they have a reasonable chance of pay-
ing their imterest with butter-fat at its pre-
sent price, have they considered the other
difficulties with which they must contend?
Do the Western Australian public recog-
nise the great difficulties against which men
engaged in dairy farming in the extreme
South-West have to stroggle?  Take the
consequenees  of  red-legged  mite—one  of
the greatest from whielh Western
Australia has cver suwfered. Tt is far worse
than the ravages of ihe rabbit. I helieve
I can sax as regards my district that rah-
hits are a greater menace there than in any
other electorate of Western Australia. Then
there is the clover flea. Happily there is a
parasite that will combat the ravages of that
pest.  Besides the rabbits, we have the grass-
hoppers. I observe that the Agricultural
Bank Commissioners’ report states that
grasshoppers have been reported in eertain
parts of my electorate, but I can assure
hon. memhers that the position is far worse
than reported.  Large nwmnbers of aban-
doned propertics were absolutely rained last
vear as regards feed. With the dry sum-
mer, probably the ravages of grasshoppers
in the Sonth-West would be just as had as
they have bheen in some portions of the
wheat belt, according 1o the Press. Then
the South-West has such diseases as mam-
mitis, sicrility, abortion, toxic paralysis, and
others. No person who kuows anything
about dairying will deny there is a pos-
sibility, or even a probability, of these dis-
cases, or some of the pests, striking the
settler; and no matter how good the seitler,
if one of these troubles strikes him, his cal-
culations will be upset entirvely. Let us re-
member that the Commissioners, in placing
their scheme hefore the publie on the 10th
June last, declared that every settler had to
pay his interest in full or clse get off his
property. Is it to be wondeved at that some
seftlers are hecoming downhearted? Do the
people of Western Australia consider it
pecnliar that the settlers shomld try te pro-
tect themselves in the position that has
arisen? Again, 1 want the people of this
State to realise what the new scheme means.
I freely admit that probably the pro-
posed method of paying off prineipal
is one of the best that conld he devised.

CU =es
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But whilst settlers may be able to payv £1
a week for each thousand pounds, equiva-
lent to £50 per annum, let it be borne in
mind what they will have to pay in future
years. The average of the capital payments
proposed are as follows:—

£ s
First five years, 194045 .. 63 5 0
Second five years, 1946-30 .. 31 3 0
Third five years, 1951-33 w00 ¢ 0
Fourth five years, 1956-60 118 0 v

It is extremely doubtful whether good set-
tlers, even supermen, will be able to build
up the production of their herds to cope
with those increased payments to the Bank.
Some good men realised that difficulty in the
past, and they left the groups as oppor-
tunities offered. Tt has been stated that all
the settlers left on the groups are duds. 1
also wish to deal briefly with this wonderful
20-cow standard. I say definitely that with-
cut labour it is only o supeyman that will
milk 20 cows. It will take at least seven or
gight hours of his labour each day to milk
those cows, separate, and feed the necessary
stock that he has on the farm. In addition,
he will have to do his ploughing, his culti-
vating, his draining. and the extra feeding
of' his cows, and the hundred-and-one things
that a farmer has to do. And even although
he does not employ any extra labour, except
about £10 worth for harvesting, by hiz per-
feet Tarming methods, after parchasing all
eoods required to allow him to farm pro-
perly, he will make the magnificent sum of
£70 per annum—considerably less than a
single sustenance worker gets who is work-
ing on the abandoned farms af present. That
is the utmost that a superman ean earn,
operating under the 20-cow standard. And
if it should come back to the 13-cow stand-
ard, whieh is nearer the average number of
cows milked on the groups throughout the
district, the settlers would get 12s. 6d. per
week each to keep themselves and their
families, some of them having up to six or
seven children. So that is what those people
are doing, or striving to do, in the South-
West.

Mr, Raphael: Some of the families would
number up to 12 or 15, would thev not?

My, DOUST: I do not know.

Mr. Raphael: T do, for I have some in
my distriet.

Mr. DOUST: Then I hope the hen. mem-
ber can seeure for them better treatment
than is available in the South-West. Prob-
ahly quite a number of members are under
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ihe impression that we have a lot of misfits
and wasters in the South-West. I want
members to disabuse their minds on that
point.  The settlers there are genuinely
desirous  of staving on  their farms,
and I may say {hat the past four
years of very low prices for dairy
produce  certainly  have removed  all
incompetent farmer:. AMen do not volun-
tarily remain on their holdings with pre-
carious prospeets unless they are imbued
with the desire to muake good. The term
“misfit’’ is a downright libel on an indus-
trious people working under hard condi-
tions and great difficulties. The greatest
difliculty facing them to-day is the fear
of dispossession, the lack of security. This
fear has the effect of cramping initiative
with its eonstant worry and consequent
lack of energy. The Mank offtcials may con-
tend that this is not so. As a matter of
fact, the Commissioners have informed
us that the settlers luave absolute =zecur-
ity of tenure by pavine their interest
in full each yvear. T consider that assertion
by the Commissioners is an insult to their
own intelligence. Reverting to the word
““misfits’’: In 1923, in the Manjimup dis-
trict alone, we had over S0 soldier settlers
and, in addition, 30 ordinary Agricultural
Bank clients, These people were Austra-
lians, not people brought out [rom Eng-
land. How many of them remain to-day?
I am doubtful if so many as 20 soldier set-
tlers remain, and so far as I ean remember
there is not one of the ordinary Agriewl-
tural Bank clients engaged in dairying to-
day. Those men have proved the physical
impossibility of carryving on in that heavily-
timbered country and under those condi-
tions, and they have anticipated the Com-
missioners’ request for them to get out,
for they went while the going was good, or
at least better than it is to-day. Were all
those men mislits; were the soldier settlers
misfits? They may be so described by the
Commissioners, but I can well remember
the days when those soldier seftlers were
acclaimed heroes on leaving Australia’s
chores, and T think it a damnable shame
that the words ‘‘misfits’”’ and ‘‘wasters’’
should be applied either to the soldier set-
tlers or to the majority of group settlers
who were seldiers in the Qld Country. Amn-
other thing that iz causing the settlers to
lose faith in the department is the direet
repudiation that has taken place on in-
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numerable occasions, not aliogether by the
Commissioners themselves, but by ihe
Bank’s inspectors. Let me just mention
n couple of instances. The settlers were
invited by the highest officials in the Agri-
cultural Bank and in the Government ser-
vice, by members of Parliament, by the
Prewier, hy  the Licut-Governor, amd
hy the Leader of the Oppesition to de
as much spare-time effort on their furms
s they possibly could, assuring them that
in the long run they would reap the bene-
fit of it. .\lso the scttlers were advised to
purchase their own stock and their own
machinery if they could possibly do so.
Yet what do we find to-day? The stock
and machinery have been taken from them
under liens by the Agrienftural Bank, while
those settlers who have earried out most
improvements find their blocks valued at
90 per cent. higher than those of settlers
who did nothing in the way of improve-
ments.  So the settlers who carried out the
hehest that they should work harder and
show more enterprise have paid a second
time for their farms and their implements
and their labour, and with interest added.
Then we had a plan put forward by the
Commissioners last year under which the
settler was to enter into the following
agreement -—

=

H

Form of Agrcement.

) , the holder of...........
Loeation,.......... agree to pay towards cur-
rent interest during the ensoing year ending
June 30, 1936, hy wonthly instalments com-
meneing from...... ..., , 1935, the sum of
£

Instalments will be collected from proceeds
in ench month on procuration order signed by
me, ns follows:—

Month. Amount.
S

July
August
September......................
QOctober
November ., . .....iuiienanaaan.n
December
Janvary

February

T further agree to effect, within one year of
the signing of this agreement, on the seenritr
improvements to a value equal tu the amount
of current interest not paid, as set out here-
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under, such ameunt to be placed to a non-
interest-bearing suspense account until the gen-
eral debt position is considered by the Com-
missioners.

Tmprovements.

Valoe, £... ... ...

Specifieation,

Note—This agreement is not to he con-
strued by either party as being any iudication
of the value of the security.

Any ordinary man reading that agreement
I think would come to the conclusion that
by carryving it out to the Jetter—as the
Bank agrees they have done—thelr inter-
est would llave been paid to the 30th June
last. Yet what do we find? That interest
has been debifed against their accounts,
and even before the 30th June they re-
ceived new assessments for interest at 5

per cent. T claim that that is definitely an
act of repudiation. To me this word
“repudinlion” is very obnoxious, and

actually it is repugnant to the British sense
of justice wusunlly prevailing throughout
Western Australia. The Bank’s action in
that regard wonld break the heart of any
man and, indeed, the better the man the
greater the crash must be for him. I wish
to deal briefly with the Catteriek settlers.
They have suffered from this form of re-
pudiation te an even greater exienf than
other settlers in the South-West. T have
bheen informed that the Leader of the
Opposition at one stage considered the Cat-
terick or Hester group was the bright spot
in the group settlement areas. T believe he
was perfectly right in forming that epinion.
Those setblers have spent probably more than
£1,000 annually from their war pensions in
improving their properties, purchasing their
stock and sheep, buying implements and
planting orchards, efe. Yet to-day the
average valnation of those blocks is aver
£1,250, which, according to the statement of
the Agriculiural Bank Commissioners, Is
nearly 50 per cent. higher than is to he
found in the remainder of the group arveas.
Let me point out also that the Catterick
group settlers are not to be confused with
any so-called agitators in the South-West.
Actually, the Catterick settlers were the first
to call a meeting and make a protest against
this unfair valuation. I may say they met
even before the members of the co-ordination
committee met, and not one of them, I think
I am correct in saying, has signed any pro-
curation order. So much for the statement
that the zroup settlers would have signed
their procuration orders had it not heen for
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the agitators going to and fro through the
South-West. Now I will deal with that
wonderful word “anomaly.” Tt is a blessed
word this, but it is not unsed in its right
sense. “Aunomaly,” so far ns I can gather
from the DBank’s interpretation, means
camoutlage, downright ecarclessness and in-
justice, and in many instances downright in-
competence by the Commissioners’ advisers.
Let me give a couple of instanees of what
they call anomalies: Two men went on to
their blocks on the same day in 1924, One
of them followed out the adviee of the
trustees and did what spare time work he
could, bought most of his stoek and hig im-
plements, and erected a shed valued at £40
on his property without cost to the depari-
ntent. He has 75 acres cleared and his valua-
Lion is £1,045. At the same time that this man
went on his block the Government paid for
the other man for all stock, for all plant and
[or the erection of a shed on that property.
What do we find? His valuation is £775.
Thus a good man has been penalised to the
extent of £250. Travelling a litile further
in the distriet, we find another man with a
valnation of £645, T am told. 'Without hesi-
tation 1 say he takes off his property more
than is faken from any of the adjoining
properties, and yet we find that his valuation
is still £645, and that four of the nearby
properties ave valued at £900. This is what
15 called an anomaly. If eredit is given to
one man for heing a rood settler and his
valuation is rednced aceordingly, and be-
cause he has spent a lof of his own money
on the property, well and good. That is
Justifiable; but if it is justifiable in one case
it is justifiable in the other eases I have
mentioned. So it is difficult to realise what
“anomaly’” means. I{ must he remembered
that the same officials who have been making
these valnations throughout the distriet are
those who have heen controlling group
settlement for many vears. The taxpayer
has become accustomed to the old system of
bungling there, and it is this system that the
Bank Commissioners have to depend upon
for information. We have what is known
in the South-West as a co-ordination com-
mittee—agitators, as they are known by
some. I do not helong to that co-ordination
committee, but I can assure the Housge that
the personnel eonsists of a lot of level-
headed men. The Bank Commissioners have
much to thank that committee for, because
they have been the means of keeping the
scttlers quiet. T have here a telegram I have
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just received from the secretary of that
committee. I do not know whether members
are aware of the trcuble at Northeliffe re-
cently, when crean was tipped over and
wasted, ereamn that Lad been supplied from
the blocks where the Commissioners have
caretakers to look after the cows. After
the oceasion of the disturbance, the Com-
missioners intended to send their vehicle
from Bunbury to pick np that eream. This
iz what the secvetary of the committee, Alv.
Hail, telegraphed to me yesterday-—

Visited Northcliffe yesterday. Trouble there
satisfactorily straightened out. Repetition un-
likely without authority of the committee. Com-
plete unanimity all centres. Fall meeting co-
ordination here Sunday.

That is something that the co-ordination
committee has been doing, and it is still
carrying on its useful work for the benefit
of the Bank as well as their own benefit and
that of the settlers. This committee pre-
pared a plan and submitted it to the Bank.
T will not read it because I think I have
detained members long enongh.

Hon. C. (. Latham: No fear; let us have
it.

Mr. DOUST: Very well. T will read if,
and so it will appear in “Hansard.” It
reads as follows:—

PLAN FOR SUBMISSION TO COMAMIS-
SIONERS AGRICULTURAL DBANK.

Preamble.

The solution of the Group Sctilement prob-
lem has lLeen the subject of the most deliberate
and earnest consideration of representatives
drawn from all centres, Pecl Estate exeepted,
where this scheme is in operation, and every
phase having been elosely serutinised and eare-
fully examined by practical and experienced
men, in this category of clients of the Agrieul-
tural Bank, the conclusions to which they have
arrived are as followsa:—

It is eonsidered that the essential feature of
any scheme shall be, reasonable security of
tenure (insofar as faetors over whieh the client
has no controi, and cannot avoid) should not
be permitted to militate against the possession
of an equity in his holding.

With this in view it is contended that, where
interest and sinking fund arc payable, the price
realised for the main and staple products of
the elients should be fhe basis of caleulation.

Hence, when butter-fat falis to a level where
onlv subsistence for the average family is pos-
sihle, no part of dairy farm revenue should
e devoted to any purposc other than household
aml farm maintenance.

The irreducible minimum for this to be pos-
sible, is contended to be one shilling per pound

for choice grade butter-fat, with proportionate
prices for other grades as has been customary.

Hence, in the following outlined plan, the
aim bas been to devise ways and means to
accomplish such a desirable objeet, whilst,
having regard both to the bank aund its clients,
and bearing in mind the well-established fact
that a contented eclient i3 the more satisfac-
tory, for whicl: reasonable seeurity is an essen-
tial condition.

The Plan—Mecthod of payment of interest
and pringipal.

Where the price of butter-fat does not ex-
ceed one shilling per pound, the farmer to re-
tain the whole of the proceeds up to and in-
cluding onc shilling derived from the sale of
butter-fat, or whole milk, where sold on but-
ter-fat hasis, the hasis to be the price fixed
by the Dairy I'roducts Marketing Board, or
any other statutory authority.

Should, however, the price on this basis ex-
cecd one shilling per pound, such amount in
excess of one shilling, up to and inclading
fourpence, to he applied to the payment of cur-
rent interest for the period to and including
the year 1939, From and ineluding the year
1940, the amount in excess of one shilling per
pound up to and including fourpence shall be
applied to the reduction of enrrent interest and
prineipal repayments, Where in any one month
the excess price over one shilling per pound
execeds fourpence, sueh excess price shall he
divided equally between the bank and the
client. Any amount deductable in any one
month by the Dairy Products Marketing Board
for the purposc of contributions to any eguali-
sation plan decided upon by statutory author-
ity, shall be deducted from the amount in cx-
cesg of the ome shilling aforc-mentioned.

Interest Rates.

Interest shall be chargeable on assessments,
as follows:—Year 1936, 3 per cent.; year 1937,
4 per cent.; year 1938, 5 per cent., and the
maximum rate of 5 per eent. thercafter, but
subjeet to any fall in interest rates.

BEach year fo stand by itself,

Where in any one year the interest collceted
under this plan is insufficient to cover the total
amecunt due for that year, the amount collected
shall he deemed to satisfy the bank in its claim
for intcrest for that vear.

From and including the year 1940, the
amount eollected under this plan shall firstly go
to discharge current interest and any amount
remaining after current interest has been met,
such amount shall he applied to the reduetion
of principal.

Appeal Board.

An Appeal Board shall be sct up in the foi-
lowing manuner:—

Composed of three members, viz., one Bank
nominee, one settler nomince, and these two to
select an independent chairman. The settlers’
nominee to Le selected from the gdistriet in
which the dispnte to be reviewed exists, The



210

Appeul Board so selected shall be empowered
to deal! with disputes as they arise. Decision
shall be final.

Objects of Board.—The principal objects of
the Appeal Board shall be: To settle disputes
between the Bank and the elient as to the
amount of assessment; ns to the sufficiency of
area; as to the carrying capacity, or any other
matter which may be in dispute between the
Bank and the client.

New Assessment.

Whete it is congidered by the settler that the
new assessments would be out of proportion to
the earning capacity of the farm, the settler
shall bave the right of appeal. Where it is
eonsidered by the scitler that the carryimg
eapacity of his farm is helow the figure pro-
vided hercinafter as u basis for carrying capa-
city caleulations, he shall lhave the right of
appeal.

Carry Capacity.

The Dbasis on whieh this shall be calenlated
shall be at the rate of one cow unit to each
five acres of pasturc within the holding, but
where, owing to low productivity of the land
this rate can be shown to be too low, then the
rate to be taken shall he determined by the
Appeal Board aforc-mentioned.

Area of Development,

‘Where, however, the developed area of the
farm is insufficient to carry twenty eow
nnits the farm shall be built up to an extent
sufficient to carry twenty cow units. Such extra
areas may he provided either by linking up
where possible, or by extra clearing by sus-
tenanee workers—Dbut interest on newly-cleared
land shall not be chargeable until after the
third year.

The farmer shall retain the proceeds from all
recognised dairying side lines.

Side Lines,

Should, however, the farmer depart whelly
or in part from rcecognised dairying practiee,
the scttler to be the subject of special investi-
gation by the Appeal Board, as a means to a
separate arrangement with fhe Bank for in-
terest payments.

Essential Condition.

An essential condition of this plan shall be
that the farmer shall earry one milking cow to
cach five acres of pasture within his holding.

‘Where, however, owing to the nature
or quality of the pasture, or land,
it pan be cstablished that five aecres

is insufficient as a basis of caleulations,
the basis shall be decided by the Appeal Board.
The settler shall undertake econscientiously and
properly to farm the land the sobject of the
mortgage, shall conserve fodder, consistent with
the productive capacity of his farm and the
needs of the herd, and shall at all times keep
all assets up to the standard as at 1st January,
1936, fair wear and tear excepted.
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He shall top-dvess his pustures to the mini-
mum ameunt of 112 lbs. of superphosphate per
acre, between the first of January and the
thirtieth of Junc in each and every year, and
shall furnish invoice showing purchase of this
on or before the thirtieth of July in each year.

He shall insure annually all dwellings and
buildings on the property as at lst January,
1936, on a basis of not less than 75 per eent.
of their value as at that date and renewal cer-
tificates shall be produced for the Bamk’s in-
spection and approval whenever demanded.

Tn all cases when it ean bé shown that the
gross income, including side lines, from the
farm is under £120, ou the figures of the year
preeedling, that pending comsideration by the
Appeal Board exemption from all demands of
the Bank he granted.

Expenditure.

In considering the merits of the plun it will
be neeessary to tuke cognisance of all items of
expenditure—in  addition to interest—which
have to he met to enable the farmer to carry
on production, and this in addition to living
expenses, The items of farm expenditure neces-
sary to he considered wounld inclode: Fertilisers,
sceds (cercals, grasses, summer fodder), con-
centrates, stock lieks, stock medicines, tools,
sundrics (including bolts, staples, nails, ete.),
oils and grenses, machinery parts, replacements
and repairs, dairying untensils, feneing mater-
ials, licenses, rates and taxes, vermin poisons,
insuranee and wages, ete., ete.

The plan deals with the settlers’ position as
we find it to-day, not with what they might
have heen, not with what they ought to have
heen, and noi with the hypothetical cases
of the fnture. 'We have these =ettlers in all
stnges, with holdings ranging from 40 acres
to 120 acres, and yet they arve dealt with
on a straight-out basis and all are being
asked (o pay an equal amount. I claim that
it would have been much hetter had the
Bank adopted some scheme such as that.
The Commissioners, in their reply to the Co-
ordination Committee, stated that they eould
not approve of the plan owing to the fact
that “everybody eame fivst and the Bank
came last.” I take strong exeeption to that
statement; it is definitely untrue. Under
the Bank’s plan, payments by clients would,
on butter-fat production, be as follow:—

12 cow 15 cow 20 cow
clients. clients. elients.
£ s d £ s.d £ s d,
16015 ... 20 0 0 25 00 33 6 8
1801bs. ... 22 10 O 28 2 6 3 5 0
W0 lhs, ... 25 0 0 31 § 0 4113 4

Is it right that the Bank, who have received
the moneys even before the settlers cof their
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amounts, should tell the Western Australian
publie that “everybody came before the

211

other table to submit, based on statistics
collected by me from 91 settlers in my dis-

Bank”? As regards anomalies, T have an-  triet:—
Average Average Average Average No.
— Production | Valuation. per Butter-fat |  Cows
per Cow, Acre. per Cow, [ Milked.
| £ £ s d. £ s d. Ibs.
1€ holdings under 30 acres o 139 848 ¢ 0 19 3 9 44 13
7 - . 90 to 60 acres ... 160 841 0 O 1512 6 42 16
24 . . B0 to 70 L, .. 152 902 7 0 14 8 0O 30-8 16
10 » . 19to 80 130 830 0 0 12 35 3 320 15
13, . S0te D0, 142 98t 8 0 1210 9 42.2 18
7. o te 120 L70 156 18 0 N o+ 5! 34 21
a9l ! i
' |

From this table it will be seen that the more
opportunity & man has to pay his way, the
lesser amount he is to pay for his hlockl
And that is ¢alled fair and equitable valua-
tiont! The table proves fairly conclusively
that the Co-ordination Committee’s average
of 160 Mbs. of butter-fat thronghoui the
South-West was not far wrong. Is it pos-
sible to expect settlers to have any confi-
denee in the valuations when such anomalies

disclose  themselves? The settlers do
not expest to have even-handed jus-
tiecc meted out to them. I is impos-

sible. They do nof expect if, nor are they
receiving it. Suppose everybody were paid
hefore the Bank, suppose everybody else
did come first, would that be wrong?
Should not the fertiliser mechants he paid?
Should not the suppliers of spare parts be
paid?  Sheunld not the storekeepers be paid
the amount of living expenses? If these
traders are not paid, it will be impossible
for the sctticr to continwe, and then the
Bank will receive nothing, We Thave
offered the Bank a very reasonable amount,
taking into consideration what the insti-
tution hag been receiving. We claim that
the Bank will veccive nothing whatever if
they eontinuc on their present lines. Then
there are the settlers’ sons. Tt appears
that there are not 10 per eent. of the sons
remaining on the properties. I am per-
fectly certain the Minister for Lands will
approve of the action taken by those young
fellows. They have left the group areas,
and have spread throughout the length
and breadth of Western Australia in the
endeavour to improve their conditions.
They know perfectly well that the position

on the dairy farms of the South-West is
impossible, and they have left their homes
to carve out opportunities for themselves
somewhere clse in Western Australia. Con-
sequently it is useless for the Bank to ex-
pect the seitlers to carry on and effect
improvements with their sons. Those sons
are no longer on the farms. I wish to show
how some of the misfits spoken of have
eome about. I do not know the number
of houses sold off abandoned holdings on
group scttlements, but it would be inter-
esting to ascertain. For ten or 12 years
the settlers have been struggling on those
farms, endeavouring to do their best. When
numbers of them failed, and left the pro-
perties, a report on the situation was called
for. That report stated that it would be
better to sell the houses off the properties,
because the properties were not eapable of
maintaining a farmer. The Bank officials
themselves to-day would admit that the
properties were never able fo maintain a
family, and yet they call the settlers wast-
ers and misfits! TUnless the present atti-
tude of the Commissioners is modified, it
will be gquite impossible for more than 10
per cent, of the settlers to continue opera-
tions next year, as merchants and South-
Weostern storckeepers are in fear and
trembling alveady that the settlers will
leave their farms before they have paid for
fertiliser and other supplies. One store-
keeper in Manjimup has £4,000 outséand-
ing, to be paid during the ensning flush
months under procuration orders signed by
the settlers. The Bank are not taking
any notice of those orders. If sufficient
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revenue is not fortheoming from the farm
to meet the demands of the Commissioners,
the merchants and storekeepers will lose
their money, and then there is not the
zhost of a chance of storekespers and fer-
tiliser merchants making similar advanees
next year. Just as surely as the sun rises,
if no fertiliser is put on the land the set-

tlers will have to leave their holdings.

Let us consider the cost of maintaining
these holdings. It has heen claimed that
the settlers should be doing a certain area
of extra clearing each year. It ean be hon-
estly maintained that to elear their pro-
pertics of fallen timber each year costs the
settlers £1 per acre. That is proved by
the fact that the work of sustenance men
at present engaged at Quinninup is cost-
ing the Bank, or else the Lands Depari-
ment, from £2 to £3 per acre that is, th
bring back the land on abandoned farms
from practically a state of nature. The
settlers are not in a position to do sny
further elearing work. They have enough
to do in as far as possible maintaining
their assets, An interjection was made
here yesterday to the effect that the anom-
alies in revaluation to whieh I have re-
ferred represented gifts to the settlers of
£1,000 each. T rather like the way that is
put. I believe T ean prove that in writing
down there are greater anomalics than in
any other direction. Recently it was stated
in the Press that actnal gifts of £17,000—
or was it £19,0002—had been written off
two groups. If those people have had
£19,000 written oft their indebtedness, why
should not the settlers on every group have
£19,000 written off their indebtedness?
‘There is an anomaly, Does the Minister
consider that writing-off to be a gift of
£19,0007  Other groups, getiing only
£2,000 or £3,000 written off, have the right
to complain of anomalies from that aspeet.
‘We must realise that revaluations have not
been made on productive eapacity. The re-
sults of the farm competition have shown
that each cow requires 4.7 acres. The Co-
ordination Committee approved a basis of
5 acres per cow unif, and have made a far
Yetter offer than that to the Commission-
ers. When there is talk of a 20-cow farm,
do members realise that to earry 20 cows
a farmer must of necessity have 24, be-
cause in any case o cow can be milked only
for 10 months of the vear, so that extra
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cows are needed to make up the temporary
deficiencies? Surely it must be well known
that it is not possible to milk every eow
every vear, and that accidents are always
bound to oeecur. With a 20-cow farm, there
must be 24 cows. Sinee the cows are of
poer quality, further Dreeding-up and
grading-up must be done. We think it
necessary for the setfler to bave at least
five two-year-old heifers, five one-year-old
heifers, and five calves, two horses and
one bull, in addition to 24 cows, a total
of 42 head on 90 to 100 acres.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. DOUST: A short time ago members
must have noticed in the Press an intimation
to the effect that to provide all the unem-
ployed and those on sustenance work with
full-time jobs, would cost the State an addi-
tional £300,000. I would point out to mem-
bers that £900,000 would pay the whole of
the interest in full on the total debts owing
te the Agricultural Bank to-day. 1 refer
not only to the debts owed by group setflers
but also to those by wheat farmers, pas-
toralists and everyone else. There are not
many members in this Chamber who, if they
could by any possible means get hold of that
£000,000, wonld not he glad fo place those
men on full4ime work. I do not think therce
are any members who would wish to contran-
dict me when T say that amongst the primary
produeers in this State at present there must
be almost a similar number who ave neot re-
cciving anything like the basie wage. There
are men working in all kinds of primary
produetion who, owing to low prices, bad
seasons and one reason or another, are mot
enjoving the proceeds earned by the full-
time worker. If it would be fair o provide
£800,000 in order to place sustenance work-
ers and other unemployed on full time, will
you not agree with me, Mr. Speaker, that it
would also he fair to find & similar amount
in order to place the primary producers in
a more profitable position? Would it not
be possible to place quite a large number of
our uneniployed married men on group hold-
ings that are to-day abandoned, and even to
pay those men to go on the blocks? Perhaps
we might not have to pay them as much as
the basie wage at present, but, for the sake
of argument, we could pay them at the rate
of £2 a week and continue to make those
payments until a certain time had elapsed,
after which there could be a reduction of
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105, n week nntil the sustenance payments
liad been wiped out. It would be necessary
to provide a eertain number of stock, but I
undlerstand  that  already the Agrieultural
Bank Commissioners have several thousand
head of milking eows available. I feel quite
eertain that instead of allowing these vacant
loeations to he abandoned as at present, it
would be Fur hetter to pay a certain amount
earh vear in order to place unemployed men
on the bloeks. If it would pay the State to
make such i contribution in ordey that un-
employed men might stop on the blocks nnd
reeondition them, wauld it not equally pay
the State to keep the present settlers on
them? 1 make this final appeal to members
on Loth sides of the Honse, What we pay
at present to an unemploved married man
over a period of four years would actually
purchase the abandoned blocks vutrighi, and
it would he far better to continue making
the pavments 1 suggest for a term of, say.
seven years, in which time the blocks would
be paid off and the men wonld be kept on the
Tand. 1t is quite impossible to expect settlers
to pay interest either now or for years to
come. The country in lhe South-West
cannet possibly be bailt up in one generation
to he made self-supporting, and I carmestly
appeal to the House and to the people of
Woestern Aunstralia to take this question into
consideration with o view te determining
whether it would not be hetter to give blocks
to the settlers and thus cenable them to work
out their salvalion without further enst to
the State bevend what has been incurred
previously. It will not require any further
financial burden because the State alveardy
has to pay interest and sinking fund on ali
the loans raised for group settlement pur-
poses within the last 14 and cven within the
Inst four years. The paltry £40,000 that the
Government expect to get back by way of
interest is not worth eousidering when set
againgt the sum of human misery cxperi-
enced by the settlers. We will always have
memployment unless we can always borrow
and at o larger volume than at present. We
shail eertainly have to borrow more in the
future than at present, particularly if we
are to place men on full-time work, 1If
what I have suggested were done in order to
induee people to stay on holdings that are
at. present abandoned and thus recondition
them, it wonld tend to reduce the necessity
Tor further borrowing. It would inerease
production, which would be for the advance-
ment of the State; it would inereasc exports
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to pay for our external interest; it would
fill our scheols again and increase social
anenities, cspecially amongst those who at
pre<ent are remaining on the gromps; it
would represent & sourece of additional
railway revenne; it would increase the
avenuces for the emplovment of youth on
public works; it would reduee the cost
of converting buiter-fat into butter, and
lhus represent greater profit for those
who remain on their farms; it would in-
crease the revenue of local authorities;
it would increase the solidity of the
local towns in which many of these people
live. Tf we could achieve these objectives,
I think the public would rezard it as some-
thing worth hattling for, something worth
while asking the publie to do in order to belp
these unfortunate people. It would in many
indireet ways represent a national nsset fo
the State. Let us approach what has been,
g0 far as these pcople are concerned, a
national disaster in a breadminded, far-sec-
ing, far-reaching and statesmanlike manner.
Let us subvert our Shylockian environment
which results in our demanding onr pound
of flesh, and rceognise that the interest on
£7,250,000 has to be paid by the people of
the State wpenerally. What is a paltry
£43,000 in interest as against a satisfied agri-
cultural eommunity? Let us rise ahove this
paltry  system that places interests above
hnman happiness and State prosperity. Let
us use our ¢combined wisdom and solidify it
in an everlasting monument to the happiness
af our primary producers and to the lasting
henefit of the State we love so well.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [7.39]:
With other members, Mr. Speaker——

Hon. C. G. Latham: Just a minute, let
us zive vou some welcoming applanse.

Mr. Raphael: You won't want to do that
after he has finished,

Hon. C. G. Latham: T am fair, if vou ate
not,

Mr. FOX: With other members, I desire
to extend my congratulations te you, MMr.
Speaker, upon vour re-election to the posi-
tion you now oceupy. I would also like fo
congratulate my enlieague from Fremantle
on his appointment to the Chairmanship of
Committees. I compliment the member for
Nelson (Mr. Doust) on the admirable speech
he has just delivered. I have heen wonder-
ing what were the frelings of the Leader of
the Opposition while the hon. member was
making his speech. No doubt he could see
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the Treasury bench getting further and fur-
ther away from him.

Member: He is a bit vour way.

Mr. Marshall: He is getting eommon
sense,

Mr. FOX: I would like also to congratu-
late the member for Northam on being
elected to the Ministry. T recognise that he
has the most difficule position in the Cahi-
net to fill. He will naturally have to bear
the responsibility of any mistakes he may
make-—and it is a poor man who docz not
make a mistake; in faet, it has been said that
the man who does not make a mistake never
did auything—but on his shoulders also will
be placed the responsibility for every act of
administration which, unless unemployment
15 reduced to a minimum, should be borne
by Parliament as a whole. But if we look
back over the speeches delivered by the
memhers of the Opposition during the last
Parliamentary elections, we should have no
misgivings at all about passing expeditiously
through this Chamber at least any mesasure
that is ealeulated to mitizate the position
of those on relief works who have to de-
pend on sustenance for their -existence.
Again, on looking back over the time when
the Opposition oceupied the Treasuty
henches one is justified in being a little scep-
tical of the sincerity of some of the state-
ments made by the members on the Opposi-
tion side of the House. Of course we have
to admit—and perhaps T am in a fair posi-
tion to judge seeing that I live in an indus-
trial community where the majority of men
are casnal workers—that prior to the so-
called depression quife a number of those
who had to rely on easual work for a liv-
ing would not be earningy any more than at
the present time. I have made up the in-
come tax returns, or helped to make them
up, of a number of casual workers over the
last nine or ten vears and T am jostificd
in saying that the position of some of these
men is perhaps no wurse than in pre-depres-
sion times. If we take the poszition of the
workers at the present time and compare
it with what it was four years ago, there is
no comparison at all. They are infinitely
better off. Still, although the position of
the general run of workers is better to-dayv
than it was three or four years ago, there
iz ample room for improvement. While the
earnings of any worker are below the basie
wage, there is no possibility of that person
giving his family u decent standard of liv-
ing. The relief workers or those earning
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less than the basie wage have no chance of
having anything more than the bare necessi-
ties of life. Indeed, except with the assisi-
ance of some charitable organisations, thev
would not perhaps be able to get some of
the necessities. AL the present time in
every distriet there is at least onc charily
organisation and the Lotteries Commission
has been responsible for providing the
money that has enabled those organisations
to supply indigent people with blankets and
other bedelothing and necessities. But while
we appreeiate the good work being done by
those organisations, and the amount of

money heing  distributed by the Lot-
teries Commission to charity, in a
place  like Australia  where we  are
capable of producing everything it is

possible to produce, and that is necessavy
to make people happy, we should he
ashamed of the necessity for so mueh char-
ity. While the ecapitalistic system remains,
there will always be unemployment and its
acoompnniment, poverty. There is no chance
of getting nway from il. Our opponents
over the years have Dblamed the Labour
Party lepislation for a great deal of the
unemployment that exists, particularly youth
unemployment, They point to the resirie-
tions placed on the employment of yoath by
debarring too many apprentices from going
into industry. If it remained open to the
employer, however, to employ as many ap-
prentices as he desired, it would be only
exploiting the youth, with consequent dis-
aster to men on full-time work and reeceiving
the full wage provided by the court. But
although we are aecused of restrieting the
avenues for vouth employment, the absence
of those restrictions has not solved the ques-
tion of youth employment in other ¢ountries.
The Government of America solved the ques-
tion of vouth employment in mueh the same
way as it was solved by the Mitehell Gov-
ernment when in power in Western Aus-
tralin. They herded them into eamps to
keep them quiet.

Hon. C. G. Lathsm: Your Premier said
there were no voung men out of employ-
ment.

Me. FOX: I say there are young
men unable to get jobs. While we arve liv-
ing under the present system there will
always be nnemployment. As the inventive
genius of man brings forward other labour-
saving devices, that will inerease unemploy-
ment progressively, While I am on the sub-
jeet lot me refer to the faet that a little
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while ago it was =tated that bulk handling
Yaeilities were to be erected in the Geraldion
district- Tt is going to he harder on the
waterfront workers m Geraldton  distriet
than it was in Fremantle, and it has playved
havoe with the workers in Fremantle,

Hon. €. G. Latham. Why did your Cov-
crument  introduee  imported  cement  for
them'?

Mr. FOX: Becanse the local manufae-
turers eould not maintain a supply.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber will address the Chair.

AMr, FOX: T do nof wish to be drawn off
my armument. B as the introduction of
bulk handling has been at Fremantle it will
he worse at Geraldton hecause in Geraldton
they load wheat at the rate of from 20 to 25
tons an howr compared with Fremantle,
where prior to the intreduction of hulk
handling the rate was 35 tons an hour. In
Fremantle the wheat was loaded over gan-
treys and in Geraldton hy ship’s gear. Con-
sequently when the loading speed is raised
from 23 tons an howr in  Geraldton
to 100 tonms under bulk handling, the
amount of emplovment on the Geraldton
wharf will be practieally nil.  When the
Bill was going fhrough Parliament I warned
the members for Geraldton and Bunbury
what wonld happen when bulk handling
faeilities were erected on  the various
wharves.

Mr. Thorn: They did not take you seri-
ously,

AMr, FOX: No; and | gnarantee the farm-
ers are not one scrap better off now that
they have bulk handling.

My, Thorn: I would not take your guar-
antee.

Mr. FOX: At the Royal Commission, I
was asked by Mr. Donovan who henefited
from the saving at Fremantle. He said
that he had not heen able to diseover it, I
did not know; I knew only of the wages
lost to the Fremantle lumpers. Xo one
seems to know where the caving went, The
member for XNorth-East Fremanile (Jlr.
Tonkin) made out a very strong case for
an alteration of the present economie sys-
tem. Tt is time we realised that the exist-
ing state of affairs in the world is due to
the absolute failure of the capitalistic sys-
tem, and that private enterprise is not
capable of making this world a decent plaen
for every person to live in. Let me quote
from the Director-General of the Tnier-
i ational Lahour Office at Geneva. Tt will
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be seen that the opinions of that gentle-
man coincide almost exactly with the views
expressed by the mewcher for North-East
Fremantle.

Mr. Thorn: Perhaps that is where he got
his information.

Mr. FOX: I shonld like some member of
tha Opposition te tell the member for
North-East Fremantle where he was wrong,
and show a way out of the rotlen condi-
tions under which many people are living.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Your Government
have not done it.

Mr. Raphael: Tf the Opposition had been
returned to power, they would have done
it by a reduction of the workers’ wages, but
they were not returned to power.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

AMr. Marshall interjected.

Mr. SPEAKEH: Oyder!

Mr. FOX: I cannot help the interjee-
tions.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member will
proceed.

Mr. FOX: The report states—

The Director-General of the International

T.ahour Office, in reviewing the porition, secs
little or no hope for a world dependent on
private enterprise in industry, Xec puts the
case in the following statement:—‘The de-
mand fer Government action lhas heen rein-
forced hy the patent faet fhat the present
gearcity is due, not tn any failure of Nature,
hut to & human failure to make the products
of Nature available to those who mneed them.
The argument that where plenty exists its
proper distribution to the best general advan-
tage can and should be effected Ly human fore-
sight and organisation i3 really irresistible,
It therefore mow seems rveasonable to expect
Governments to devote the same ingenuity and
attention to the provision of the elementary
needs of food, clothing and shelter on a civil-
ised scale as to the provisien of air communi-
eation, wireless servicos and elaborate systoms
of national defence.’’
All thinking men will agree with that state-
ment. If we had a proper syvstem oper-
ating in Australin to-dayv, I consider that
the first duty of the Government would he
to feed, elothe and horse the people, and
then make them do somcthing in return for
that assistance. I know that proposal will
not he verv agreeable to members on the
opposite side of the Flouse. Every member
of the Opposition who speaks points out
that the pozition of the wheat farmers and
other primary producers is just as bad as
that of the men on relief work. If that is so,
I cannnt understand why they are sitting
on that side of the House.
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Hon. C. G. Latham: You do not repre-
sent Labour.

Mr. Thorn: You are the most eapitalistic
Government that ever sat.

Mr. FOX: Let me remind the hon. mem-
ber of the statement by the member for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) that the Labour Govern-
ment had done more for the farmers than
their own party had ever done.

My, Thorn: That was vears ago.

The Minister for Mines interjected.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You do not repre-
sent Labour.

Mr. FOX: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! The hon. mem-
her need not take notice of interjections.

Mr. FOX: I was going to remark on the
interjeciion by fhe lecader of the Opposi-
fion that we do not represent Labour.

Ilon. €. G, Latham: Of course you do
not.

Alr. FOX: I have never heard a Labour
man say—and I do not think he would last
long if he did say it—that the I'edera] basie
wage should be applied to people working
under State awards, which would mean a
reduction of abount 11s.

Mzr. Thorn: It has never been said.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You keep them he-
low the basie wage. )

Mr. FOX: Let me remind the Leader of
the Opposition of another observation he
made. e said that he hoped the Govern-
ment would not make relief work too at-
tractive, as the farmers would not he able
to met all the labour they reqnired,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I do not think they
shonld make relief work too attractive.
They should employ the men on full time.

Mr. FOX: 1 quite realise that it wight
he dilticult for the State Government to
do all that they desire in order to mitigate
the bad conditions under which many peo-
ple are suffering, particularly those who are
recciving less than the hasie wage. If there
15 any sineerity on the part of members
opposite, there is no reason why such con-
ditions shounld not be altered. I know that
it would be difficult to effect an alteration
of those conditions in this House, but if
members opposite have any influence with
the people they represent, they could move
members in another place to bring about
the desired reform.

ITon, C. G. Latham: That bogey has heen
exploded long ago.
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Mr. FOX: That is not a bogey; it is a
hit of commonsense. If the hon, member
is bursting with a desire to do something
for the farmers who, we are told, are as
badly off as arc men on the basic wage,
and for Lhe relief workers who cannot get a
decont standard of living, those conditions
can he altered by adopting my suggestion.

Hon. C. G. Tatham: Tell wme any legis-
lation introduced by yonr party that has
been thrown out.

Mr. FOX: T will leave that to members
who have been here longer than T,

Several members interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Interjections are dis-
orderly at any time. This continual cross-
interjecting must ecase.

Mr. FOX: 1 thonght T might have re-
ceived a little latitude owing to the short
period I have oeenpied a seat in this House
—TI mean from members of the Opposition.
A deputation recently waited on the Minister
for Employment with a suggestion that men
engaged on the harbonr works at Fremantle
should he placed on full time. The Minister,
in reply, said that it wounld take approxi-
mately £900,000 to put back on full thme the
whole of the men who were now on relief
work. I do not know whether the Minisier
took into consideration what an impetus ihe
expenditure of half that sum would give to
cmployment in Western Australia, I am sure
that if half the sum or less than ball Lad
heen raised, the impefus afforded by those
workers who would have been employed, aind
the resultant spending eapacity in industry
would have been sufficient to provide em-
ployment for the rest of the workers who
were on part-time, and employment for some
of the vouths who are not able to get wark
to-day. Daring the last elections the mem-
ber for Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) sue-
zested that there shounld be a re-alignment of
taxation. T heard him speaking over the
air. He was talking about the finaneial
emergeney tax. I suppose e meant that
the emergency tax as it opernted when the
Oppostiien were in power, should he re-
enacled. Under that legislation those sinple
prrsons were receiving £1 per week, were
taxed, and married men in receipt of £2 a
week were taxed. YWhen the Labour Gov-
ernment came into office people with de-
pendants were exempted up o the basie
wage.

Mr. Hughes: They did not exempt the
hasic wage.
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Mr. FOX: They exempted people with
dependants up to £3 10s. a week, and that
was later on raized to £3 125. a week. I have
no doubt that when the opportunity oceurs
a larther exemption will be granted to these
people. Because thev have received a «light
increase recently they now have to pay
cmergeney tax, and are only 2d. a week het-
ter off as a result of tlie basie wage inerease.

Hon, . G, Lathani: Some are worse off.

Mr. OX: T trust the Government will
look into this so that the workers who have
received an increase in the basic wage will
wet the benefit of the fuil increase. Many
workers are looking forward anxiounsly to
the abolifion of this emergeney legislation.
f lave heard people say that it should be
discontinued. [ ean understand where
men have a  permanent  job—that s,
if any kind of a job can be ealled
permanent  nowadays, because the axe
is hanging over people all the time and nay
fall at any time—they would like to sce the
financial emergency tax lifted. I have no
doubt if they knew that all the money eol-
lected from that sonrce was going to be ex-
pended in the relief of the unemployed they
would not object to an inercase. T trust the
Government will bring down some lerisla-
tion to increase the tax so that speeial pro-
vision may be made for the unemployed,
men on relief work, and others who have
to depend on sustenanee for their existence.
It is unfair that so many should have o
exist on incomes far below the hasie wage,
whilst others are more than adequately pro-
vided for. If the legislation is brought down
I <hould like to see an exemption of £4 a
woek.

AMr. Hughes: When would you ston?

Mr. FOX: T would not stop whilst there
was anyone in the Stafe receiving less than
the hasie wage.

Mr, Hughes: At what rate in the pound
wouhl yvou stop?

Mr. OX: That would be a malter for
artuarial ealenlation.

My, ITuzles: Would you go as high as
1057

Mr. FOX: I would go as high as is neces-
=ary to relieve those who have fo exist on
incomes helow the basic wage. 1 have
lived in an industrial community all my life,
and for the last 17 vears have lived in' a
ventre where there is more casnal work than
in any other electorate in the State, namely,
the Fremantle Qistriet. The Government
should bring down legislation to ameliorate
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the conditions under which so many of our
people are sullering. We heard a lot the
other night from the member for Subiaco
(Mrs, Cordell-Oliver) eoncerning milk for
school ehildren. If we are able fo solve the
unemplovment position the milk problem
will solve itself. We read that quite a lot
is being done by a committee that is operat-
ing in the metropolitan area.

AMr. Raphael: It is good publicity.

Mr. FOX: I congratulate that committee
on the work it is doingz. In South Fremantle
we have a committee that has been working
for 12 or 18 months with the idea of sapply-
ing all the children attending the Beacons-
field school with milk every day, When a
eensns was taken in September, 1935, it
was found that less than 20 per cent. of the
children at the school were receiving milk.
A committee was appointed, and by means
of catertainments and a contribution of 6d,
a week from children who were able
to pay—aquite a lot of parents were
not in a position to pay 6d., especially
where there were two or three children in
one family——and other voluntary contri-
butions, a fund was crcated to provide milk
for all the ehildren attending the school.
The money was paid into a common fund
so that no child would know who was not
paying. That prevented the development
of an inferiority complex. Even the chil-
dren have their pride and do not like to
‘nccept things when they know that ofher
children are paying for them. At present
in a school with 239 children every child
¥s being supplied with milk. This isf the
only school in the metropolitan area where

100 per cent. of the children reecived
milk  doring the past twelve months.
It is the intention of the emmnittee

to extend the scheme to the ¢hildren of the
senior sechool, Not long ago with other
members of the committee I waited on the
Totteries Comnission to ask for a srant
to suppltement the fund that I bave refer-
red to. We were told that the Commission
would have to make inquiries as to how
much it would take to supply all the
schools of the metropolitan area with milk.
That was six or seven monibs ago, and we
have not yet received z reply. The delay
may he due to the faet that the Chairman
has passed away. If the Government
are not in a position to supply milk to the
school children it should be within the
province of the Totteries Commission to
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make a substantial contribution to those
districts whieh have made an attempt to
help themselves. Perhaps other districts
are not in the same position as ours, and
would not reiquire mueh assistance. We
will not despair of getting something from
the Government, or a donation from the
Lotteries Commission in the near future.
I eannot speak too highly of the work that
is being done by school teachers in my elec-
torate that is not strictly in the ferms of
their employment. In addition to inangur-
ating this milk scheme, they have also in-
augurated a dental clinie. When I tell
members the number of children who have
heen provided for in the last year, they
avill realise the necessity for establishing
sueh elinics in other centres. This dental
clinie was established by the schoolteach-
ors, with the help of some loeal governing
bodies in the Fremantle area, and with
the assistance of donations from the Lot-
tertes Commission. Dentists in the Fre-
mantle district attended a meeting of the
committee and gave helpful adviece. The
elinic has been operating sin¢e June. Orig-
inally it was intended to treat children np
to nine years of age attending schools
hetween Buckland il and Rockingham.
Now children up to 15 years of age are
being treated.. I have here a return sup-
plied by the secretary of the Dental Hos-
pital as to the operations of the elinie
" gommencing on the 9th Mareh, 1935, For
the 22 weeks ended on the 8th Angust, 508
children have been treated for 968 fillings
and 1,771 extractions. TIf that amount of
trentment is necessary in a small distriet
like Tremantle, it can readily he under-
stood how mueh treatment is needed for
the children attending the whole of the
schools in Western Australia.  Tn Queens-
land  things are done much better.
The Queensland Government, T should
say, do a great deal better. The popula-
tion is about double that of Western Aus-
tralia. Yet the Queensland Government
employ 14 dentists. The State is divided
into 14 districts, and each dentist is ap-
pointed for a period of three years,

Member: And Queensland has a deficit
of a million!

Mr. FOX: Whai does it matter whether
there is a deficit or not so long as the
people of the State are receiving proper
attention? TIn Queensland a dentist re-
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nmains in a distriet for three yvears unless
transferved by order of the medival inspeu-
tor. Greater attention is paid there to the
general health of the children. There are
two part-time medieal officers and 11
nurses. lach nurse is alloted a group of
sehools, The nurses go around and exam-
ine every child in each sehool, and furnish
lists of names of children to be examined
by the medical officer on his next visit.
This practice could be introduced into
Western Australin with great advantage.
We have heard a good deal about State
ships during the progress of this debate.
I am not partiecular whether the Govern-
ment set aside a sum of money for a State
ship without eonsulting Parlinment, I am
plensed to know that the {overnment
have decided to have a new ship huilt.
Tn view of the amount of employment pro-
vided for Western Australia by the State
ships, and in view of the faet that every
Rtate ship put on the eoast is the means of
displacing a ship ran by black labour, T wel-
come the time when every ship on the West-
ern Australian coast, and indeed on the en-
tire Australian coast, witl be manned by
a white erew receiving white men’s rates of
pay and conditions. At present we have
three  State ships—the “Tloolinda,” the
“Wangnroo,” and the “Kybra.” The “Kool-
inda” has a crew of 80, officers and men; the
“Kangaroo” a erew of 62. The “Kybra,” the
smallest of the three ships, usnally runs on
the south-west coast, but occasionnlly takes
a trip te the North-West. Her crew num-
bers 30. The wages and salavies paid to
those erews amount to nbout £50,000 o vear.
In addition, there is an oflice stafl of 15. I
think T am justified in saving that the wages
and salavies drawn by the officers, erews,
and staffs support a population of hetween
600 and 700 persons. Tn addition to the dis-
tribution of £50,000 in wages and salaries,
there is a great deal of vepair work done at
IFremantle while (he ships are in port. It is
unfortunate that the whole of the t'v}mi)'.-:‘in
connection with the State ships enunot be
cffected at Fremantle. At present Fremantle
has not a doek capable of taking either the
“IKeolindn” or the “Kangareo.”  In faet,
Tremantle has no docking aceommodation
except a small slip on the other side of the
river, perhans eapable of taking one of the
dredges. IF a dock were established, there
would be mueh more money spent at Fre-
mantle in c¢onneetion with repairs to the
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ships. Then the work eould he done here in-
stead of at Singapore, or, in the case of the
“Kybra,” at Adelaide.

Hen. C. G. Latham: Now tell us ahout
the losses the State ships make,

Mre. FOX: T remember that the “Xanga-
roo” paid for herself in a very short time
after having been purehased. The money
carned by the ship, however, was taken into
zeneral vevenne, while the interest hill was
kept np. With a fair system of hookkecp-
ing, there would have been no interest pay-
able in respret of the “IKangarca” vears ago.

Ion. C. G. Latham: Where did she make
her money?

Mr. FOX: In addition to the expenditure
on repairs, a great deal of work is done in
the way of overhanling machinery and paint-
ing the =hips. In connection with the over-
haul work T may mention that T pecently Lad
a look over the storv-room of the State
Shipping Service. It would do anione gaud
to visit that store-room and see the wonder-
ful work turned ont by the Midland June-
tion  Workshops—large propellers, water
jackets. evlinders, nnd every conceivable
type of machinerv. 1 kuow some of the
engineers on the State ships very well
Those men are in a position to judee of the
workmanship turned out by the Midland
Junction Workshops, and they have told me
that work compares more than faveurahly
with any work of its kind turned out over-
sea. When the new ¢hip is being construeted
in England, T hope the Government will give
consideration to the qguestion of sending two
or three men oversen so that the work
may reeeive the necessary supervision, We
know that quite a lot of the work will bhe
done undep contract, and we nlso know that
where supervision is not strict the best ¢lass
of work is not put into the ship. I am
gpeaking  after having  had conversations
with men who weni to Fngland to represent
private shipping firms, and men who had
worked in the vervy shops where the ships
were being constructed.  One of these men.
who was sujervising, called the atfention of

a manazer to some woik heing done.  The
manager said, “You did that when you
were here; why ecan’t we do it now?’ The

man replied, “You are not going tn do it
now.” 1 know that when private shipping
companies are having ships built they send
Home three or four men to supervise. Some
ol these companies—I do not want to name
them—avre tight and hard. T know that, be-
enusec | have worked among them for the
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past 15 or 16 years, and know how diffienlt
it is to gef money out of them. If such
companies are prepared to incur the expense
of sending Home three or four inen to «uper-
vize the construction of a ship, the State
Government should not liesilate to do like-
wise.

Hon. €. G. Latham: All right!
he one of those men.

AMr. Marshall: You would be all right in
connection with Noah's Ark!

Hon. C. (& Latham: Give me two thou-
sand a year and I'll go!

Mr, FPOX: Another matter I wish to
bring under the notice of the Llouse refers
to pensions,  Recently I eame aeross two
or three cuses of men retived just shortly
Lbefore the 1st January, 1936, when the
emergencey eufs were resfored, One man 1
have in mind was in reeclpt of £286 per
anitum prior to the euts. When he was
retired towards the end of last year, his
pay was £249 G6s, 7d. The (lovernment, or
their officers, eontend that the man’s pen-
~ion should he assessed on the rate of pay
he was reeciving when his  employment
wilh the Government terminaled. ‘That
view may be 2l vieht in most cases; but
where an emergeney cut was imposed for
a particular purpose, and way lifted almost
immediately after the man was retirved,
it wonld be only Tamr to caleulate his pen-
sion on the amount of payv he received for
the greater part of the time he waw in the
Government serviee, Tt is unfair that he
should be deprived of the hLenefit of the
persion during the remaining years of his
lite. [ hope the Government will give
some attention to that matter and restore
the pension that T eonsider has been on-
Fairly taken from this man. I will onee
more refer to the condition of the Ire-
mantle hridge. T thought we would have it
attended to the other day, but certain
thines happened. We had the spikes, but
they slipped awny from us after all. Fre-
mantle mewbers know what 1 refer fo.

Hon. C. (i. Latham: s soon as the clee-
tion was over, it slipped altogether.

Mre. FOX: The Government may experi-
ence some diffieulty in finding work in the
metropolitan area to absorh a large num-
ber of men, particularly now that the sew-
erage operations arve so fnr advanced and
building operations have bheen completed.
The reconstruction of the Fremantle bridse

T want to
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would provide work for a fairly large num-
ber of men for {wo or three years and
woeuld cnsure quite 2 1ot of employment in
oiher avenues, particularly if it were con-
strueted aof local material. We have heard
comment about the expenditure of £84,000
on the provision of trolley buses, Person-
ally I would prefer that amount to be spent
on the Fremanlle bridge. The present
wtrueture is a disgrace to Western Austra-
lia. Buses have to erawl over the bridge
at a snail’s paee, for it wounld be abso-
lutely unsafe for them to traverse it speed-
ily. The FLord alonc¢ knows when one of
them will fall through. en who are in
a position te judge say that the bridee is
positively unsafe. .\ diver who went below
and examined the piles informed the mem-
her for Fremantle {Mr. Sleeman) and my-

self  that the piles are distinetly un-
safe. A visitor who pussel through
Tremantle recently, expressed the opinion
that the Tremontle Dbridee is  the
only Dlot on the landseape belween
London and Perth. That is a  very

strong eondemnation. I hope the Govern-
ment will give carnest eonsideration to
the replacement of the existing dilapidated
structure with a new and up-to-date bridge.
-As a matter of faet, we do not earc
whether the new Dbridge is or s not
an  up-to-date strocture. If it  were
built of loeal waterial it would cost
about £€75,000 and it would be suit-
able for 30 years. We wonld be eontent
with such a structore and would allow the
people who may be here 30 years hence to
think about a more modern hridge. Rabb’s
Jjetty, too, is in a very dilapidated eondition.
All the eattle from the North-West are un-
loaded there and the Government should
spend some money on the jetty to make it
tairly safe for those operations. Those two
works are urgently needed in the Fremantle
district, and T hope the Government will
attend o them helove long. The member
for Fremantle will have something lo say
on these matters, beeause he is more au fait
with the files than T am.

Mr. North: If you conld secure the ex-
penditure of €84,000, would you be content
to let ihe buses run too?

Mr. 1"0X: If we can secure the allocation
of £84,000 or so for these works, we would
not be particnlar about the buses.

Hen. €. G Latham: We will give yon a
chanee to deal with that question.

AMr. FOX: The member for Kalgoorlic
(Mr. S'yants) stressed the nceessity for the
provision of workers’ homes on the gold-
ficlds owing to the exorbitant rents at pre-
sent c¢harged. T agree that remts charged
in various parts of the State are altogelher
too high.

Mr. Cross: And rents have been put up,
fon.

Mr. FOX: I would like the Workers
Homes Board to provide homes for people
in receipt of salaries or wages approximat-
ing the basie wage, at a cost that would give
those individuals some reasonable hope of
paving off, If thab were done, those people
wauld feel secure in their homes instead of
having to continue, as they do now, to move
on so many times. I believe suitnble homes
could be built at a eost that wounld enable
them to be paid for at the rate of 11s. or
12s. a week. Homes have been erecied in
Fremantle for £300, and they would fill the
hill very well. We have been told that there
is a shortage of archifeets, but that difficulty
could be overcome if a standard tvpe of
house were constructed. I eertainly think
some consideration should be given to the
guestion of building cheap homes in the
metropolitan  area.  One difficulty experi-
enced, particularly with some of the smaller
scthools in the onier parts of my clectorate,
relates to the provision of water supplies.
At the eentres I have in mind there is 1o
chance of securing water supplies apart
from what can be canght from the roofs.
The ground is very sandy and the children
naturally become very dirty. There is no
hope of making gardens or growing lawns.
In places where it is possible to secure water
supplies at shallow depths, the Government
should put down a bore or sink a well with
a pump attached so that the scholars might
eultivate gardens and thus create a spirit of
eivie pride. 1 hope the Minister for Iduea-
tion will give some consideration to that
aquesiion. I know there arc hetween 800
and 900 schools in Western Australia and
it is a hig problem. Nevertheless, where
water ean be obtained nenr the surface, I
think eonsiderntion should he given to
schools in sueh aveas. I wish to refer to one
anomaly that has arisen under the provi-
sions of the Iinaneinl Emergency Act. My
attention has been drawn to the fact that
the man who is in a permanent job and
carns a weekly wage of £4 9s, has to pay
£3 55, under the heading of financial emer-
wency tax. The easuwal worker who may
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average £4 9s. a woeek throughout the year is
treated differently. That man may not earn
anything one week; some weeks he may re-
ceive £4 9= and at other times he may earn
£8 a week. Iis earnings may average £1 9s.
throuzhout the wheole year and on that basis
he has to pay £3 17s. as financial emergency
taxation. In addition to ihat, the Govern-
taent have eollected an additional tax of 18s.
on his income, making his total taxation pay-
ment £4 5s. I consider the proper way to
allocate that man's taxation would he to
divide the annual rate by 52 and then c¢harge
the amount of tax applicable 10 the weekly
rate.

Iton. . 13. Ferguson: 1 think you ean
sevure an adjustment in such instances.

Mr. FOX: Xo, We made inquiries and
the Comuniszioner of Taxation told us that
the proper rate was 4d. a weck on fhe annual
amount he received. That operates unfairly
against the man in receipt of easnal employ-
ment. 1 do not know how the ditheulty
can be overcome, but the Govermment should
give consideration to that feature. In West-
ern Australia it will be agreed that we have
a fairly satisfactory Workers' Compensa-
tion Aect, although in some respeects it is
not as acceptable ns the English Aet, which
contains a provision that enables a man to
draw weckly pavments throughout his life-
time if he is totally incapacitated, whereas
the Woestern Ausfralian Aect makes £750
the maximum payment. I would like an
amendment made to Paragraph 16 of the
First Schedule in the direction of stating
definitely how the amount payable under
the First Schedule should be computed.
Should a worker sustain injuries from an
accident that brings him under the TFirst
Scheidnle, and he is totally inrapacitated, he
will receive weekly payments up to the time
his condition hecoines static.  When it is
found that ke is partially permanently in-
capacitated, a lnmp smn compensation pay-
ment ix aszessed. To my mind the proper
methud to be adopted in such a e¢ase would
be 1o subtrart tle amount the man has re-
ceived hy wav of weckly pavments from the
total of £750, and then ascerinin the pre-
sent value of the amount remaining at, say,
4 per cent., and pay the man the balanece.
But at the present time that is not done.
We had a casa hefore the High Court, and
guite a number of things were introduced
that perhaps we might have been ahle to
set aside had we been prepared to go to
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the Migh Court. But that eosts money,
and the ordinary person has no possibility
of financing an appeal to the High Court.
Some very strong unions have lcen able to
do so, but in the wajority of eases the
unions are not able to do il. This case I
am talking ahout brought home to me the
necessity for putting an amendicent in the
Act, where there c¢ould be no departure
from it. I hope the Minister will give some
consideration to that. Now one other mat-
ter: I have reeently found that an agree-
ment has been arrived at hetwe:n the State
Shipping Service and the seamen in rezari
to the payment of workers comrensation
while a seaman is beyond terrvitorial waters,
T had o ease where a senmman lost his fin-
gor, and althowrh he woas able to ool weekly
payments, the insurance eompany refnsed
te pay a lump sum scttlement beranse the
accident had nat happened in Western
Australian waters, T do not know whether
the man would have heen suee. ssful had h-
gone to law ahout it, but unfortunately he
left the State before that could be de-ided.
Perhaps he would have been suceessful, be-
cause he was still under the jurisdietion
of a servant of the State Shipping Ser-
viee. llowever, an agrecment has been come
to between the Stale Shipping Serviee and
the seamen, and 1 hope if anylhing is to
he done to the Waorkers' Compensation Aet
this session, that amendment will he ineor-
porated in the Act.

MR. HUGHES (last 1!'crth) ([3.33]):
Mav I, too, Sir, add my eoneratulations to
vou on vour heing clevated to the honour-
able position of Speaker of this Aszembly.
I am sorry that your first stop in the new
office, new, that is to s=ay, this srssion,
should have Leen a slip. But I wonld not
be downhearted about that, becanse .Tmlins
Caczar, we know, when he slipped off the
hoat considered 1t a good omen. Tt
is customary to congratulate vavions peo-
ple, and I think T will dispuse ol it by
caving T wish to extend to eveivbody com-
sratnlations to the fullest extent they de-
serve.

Mr. Lambert: Speak for yourself.

Mr. IHUGITES: T might say that T am
elad to be back here. T can assure memhers
that nobody knows how pood it is to be

here, exeept those who have been in
and out, I am sorrv the member for
Boulder (Hon. P. Collier] had te re-
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tire from puoblic life, but I am nat
guing te be hypoerile enough to say 1 do
not think his tiine was long overdue. T am
soiry, also, that the new Premier {Hon.
J. C. Willeogk) is i1l and not here to-night
to hear what I have to say. I do not agree
with the speaker who deplores reerimina-
tions. It all depends upon what is meant
by “recriminations.” If certain people can
perform eorrupt acts and then, when eriti-
eised, hide themselves behind the word “ra-
crimination,” we never would have any de-
cent government at all. 1 am not particular
whether people think I amu indulging in
recriminations in erviticising adininistrative
acts and policy of the past. I suppose no-
body s more enfitled to eriticise than [
am, One in the heat of political debate and
controversy sometimes says things he wishes
he had not said; sometimes we use strong
language, but in the publiec life of this
State there always has been a line beyond
which a man will not go. And in this House
there has hbeen a line beyond which members,
who are protected from the consequences of
their acts, will not go. No matter how gross,
no matter how vile, no matter how untruth-
ful a member of this House may he, there
is ne redvess against him anywhere. He can
say what he likes, and all he has to do is
to go intp court and plead privilege.
There has been in the public life of
this State a ecitain eode of honour beyond
which, no matter hew keen the debate, mem-
bers of (lis House have not indulged in
personalities. But the new Premier, T thinlk,
set a standard that never has been equalled
i the British Bmpire for use or abmse of
Parliamentary privilege when he referred
to me in this House—when I was not here
to defend myselt, when I was on the public
platform and had paid for a public hali in
order that his Teader wmight eome and
answer me—the present Premicr referred to
nic in this ITouse ns a bludger. On the 5th
Septemher, 1934, as will be found on page
441 of “Hansara” of that session, in dis-
eussing e, the Minister for Justice, the
present Premivr; referred to e as the big-
eost bludger in the eonntry. When this was
brought wnder my notice, I thought there
must be some mislake, and T thought that
the honourable Minisler for Justice, having
gaid that, would take the first oppor-
tunity to withdraw his statement. But this
is now August of 1436, and although I have
scen the honourahle gentleman on several
occasions, he mnever has withdeawn that
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statement. So I take it he stands by it. 1
do not mind whether he stands by it or not,
beeause I do not think lus opinion is worth
having. His good opinion may he valuable
to a gentleman like Crossthwaite, whe wants
to buy justice, but it is of no value to me
who wanls to buy nothing. Boet now we find
this, which is probubly the most unseru-
pulous thing in the records of this Parlia-
nent: Iere is the bound volume of “Han-
sard,” published for the records in the Par-
liamentary Library, und we find that the
word “bludger” has been altered to “bluf-
fer.” Would it not huve been more honour-
able for the man who to-day is the first
citizen of this State, more honourable for
him to have stood np in his place and with-
drawn that epithet when he was ashamed of
it, rather than sncak behind and have the
ollicial records of the House falsified? And
this is the man who to-day is the Leader of
the country. I offer no apologies, and any-
thing T can do to expose the gentleman to
the public of Western Australis—and he is
a gentleman particularly vulnerable to
exposure—will be done. This gentleman is
the man who, as Minister for Justice,
stopped Crossthwaite's trinl because he was
n wealthy squatter. This is the man who
puts justiee on the auction block for sale,
the man who perpctrated the Yellowdine
mining Irauds, one of the worsk instances
of frandulent practice in the mining history
of this State. Thiz man has the check to
refer to somebody in ferms of that nature.
I think when I have shown one or two of
lis transactions, the House will agree with
me that his good word is of no value to any-
one. But what a terrible thing for the Staic
o7 Western Australia to have that man as
leader of this ITouse, and the leading citizen
of the country! I sm sorry for one thing
only, that I have 1o make this statement in
his absenee, but after all, one cannof chase
around all over the country. I have many
times endeavoured to meet these gentlemen
face to face on the public platform, and I
do not propose [o make any statement under
cover of this House that I have not alrcady
made on the public platform, where I have
to answer both eriminally and civilly for
what T say. In one way I am glad of the
kaleidoscopie changes that have taken place
in the Ministry during the short time 1 have
been in the TTouse, hecause I hope it puts an
end to one of the most eorrupt Governments
we have ever had in the State of Western
Australia—the most hostile to the working
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man we have ever had in Western Australia.
I have been in publie life in this State for
25 years, and never has there been a Gov-
ernment so brutally ¢allous and cownrdly to-
wards the bottom dog of the working class.
That has been made possible through an
allinnee made between the ex-Premier aund
his colleagues and the “West Australian”
newspaper. The reason why the public life
of this State has <eteriorated is because the
Government have been the puppets of the
“West  Australian” newspaper, and all
eriticism of the Government is severcly
stifled in this leading capitalistic newspaper.

AMr. Raphael: You are not suggesting that
about all the members, are you!?

Mr, HUGHES: T am speaking about the
Government. I lLave no objection to the
hon. member interjecting during my maiden
speech.

Mr. Raphael interjected.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber for Vietoria ark will keep order.

Mr. HUGHES: Having been in publie
lite previously, I have had to cope with
the mentality of gentlemen like the inter-
jeetor, und for my own peace of mind, I
have had to develop a philosophy. I think
1 have werked out a very sound philosophy.
It gives me peace of mind, and allows me
to live at peace with all the world. T com-
mend it to the consideration of members.
It is this. I divide the world into two
classes—the wise men who agree with me,
and the paranoics who don’t.

Mr, Raphael: T don’i know where I stand.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member does
not know where he stands, but I can as-
sure him that we all do. This alliance
between the so-called Labour Government
and the capitalist newspaper is onc of the
strange phenomena of the public life of
the State. Of course it is a good thing
for a Labour Government to have the sup-
port of the leading capitalist newspaper,
but it has been bought at a price, and the
price is too high. The price of the sup-
port of the ‘*West Australian’’ newspaper
was the abandonment by the Government
of all the principles for which they ever
stood. The shifting of the ineidence of
taxation from the shoulders of those of
the upper middle-class and the higher class
on to the backs of the workers and the
lower middle eclass is the price paid for
the support of the ¢‘West Awpstralian™
newspaper. I am not afraid of offending
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that paper; L did that ten vear- ago. The
newspaper was quite delighted at vour rul-
ing my amendment out of ’01'(101‘, My,
Speaker.  Technically speaking, of course,
vour ruling was within the four corner- of
the Standing Orders.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
reatise that he is not allowed to discuss
that now.

A JIUGHES : Quite #0: T am disen~zing
the report of the "West Anstealian” That
paper quite gloaled over the faet that no-
body stood up and cheered when I referred
to Sir James Mitehell having the hest job
in the State. As a malter of faet, we were
told at the clections in 1733 that Sir James
Mitehell was everything that was bad, that
the workers should put him ont. The
workers did put him out with the aid of
the present Minisler for Employment, and
lo and hehold this enemy of the workets
received the best job in the State at £2,000
]1(.‘1' annum,

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the hon. mem-
ber had better resume his seat while I read
anuther Standing Ovder.

Mr. Raphael interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
Vietoria Park will not he here to listen
further to the debate if he does not behave
himself. T should like te dvaw attention
to Standing Order No. 128, which reads—

No member shall use the name of His Maj-

csty or the Geverner irreverently in debate or
for the purpose of influencing the House in its
deliberations.
I do net propose to allow the hon. memnber
to continue to use the name of His Excel-
leney  the Lieut.-Governor irveverenfly in
this dchate. '

Mr. HCGHES: Of course I submit to
vour ruling. Buti there is another gentle-
man who has received the blessing of the
Government who is not covered by the
Standing Orders, a gentleman who, we were
told, was an arch-enemy of the workers, a
gentleman who proved himself an arch-
enemy, who went down to the Fremantle
wharf with armed forces and fired on the
workers, with the result that a worker was
kilied. There is in Fremantle to-day a
monmment to that man, We used 1o refer
to this gentleman, and the members oppo-
site used to refer to him as ‘*Bloody Cole-
bateh,’? but to-dav this gentleman who
fired on the workers is the anocinied
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of the UGovernment; he is the Gov-
ernment’s  mouthpieee in London. Ap-
parently the more hostile one iy to the
workers ile more the Governmeni will do
for them, Thex are the most hostile Govern-
ment the working elasses have ever had in
this State. 1 hope the retirement of the
mentber for Boulder from the Premiership
in such unfortunate cirecumstances will he
the begiuniug of the liberation of the people,
who profess to represent the workers, from
the domination and dictation of the capital-
ist newspaper the *“West Australian.” One
of the most unfortunate developments of
this unholy alliance is the establishment of
Fascism in Western Australia.  To-day we
have n system whereby there is no free
speech and no freedom of thought. Tf the
working man dares to exercise freedom of
thought or freedom of speech, he is ruth-
lessly suppressed. He is suppressed with a
weapon thai is much more despicable and
more cowardly than the bullets of the
European dictators. The Government sup-
press freedom of speech and freedom of
thought in the working man by depriving his
wife and childven of food. It is the most
despicable and cowardly weapon that could
possibly be used. It 1s a weapon that comes
from the dark ages of Spain. We are told
that if they wanted to strike terror info the
heart of a man they told him that when he
was dead his wife and children would be
deprived of their inheritance, and for four
centuries civilisation looked aghast at such
things. They printed in the pages of history
with the utimost reprobation and disgmsk the
names of the people who stood for that
cowardly doctrine. We now have it revealed
Ain Western Australia. Tf a man has the mis-
fortune to be on the bottom Mng of the
working elass, and to be dependent for relief
upon Government work, and if he does any-
thing to offend the Faseist cligue, they strike
at him by depriving his wife and children
of food. I eould quote many instances, hut
will guote only two or three. Some 2,000
sustenance workers were forced into the
Sewerage Workers” Unien, where they wzet
their unionism at 16s. a year. They wanted
to escape the impost of 25s. for the A W.TU.
Seven men were dominating the union and
depriving ofhers of their rights as unionists.
Because some of the unionists had the
temerity to take the onlv course possible to
maintain their rights as members of the
nnion, and applied to the Arbitration Court
for an interpretation of fheir rules and

lodged an application in the eowrt, the un-
emplovment  department stepped in  and
{ransferred the men to Meekatharra. This
was dong hecause they had the temerity to
stand up for their rights and the rights of
their fellow workers, and the Government
used their position to penalise them by send-
ing them away. The poliey of the Govern-
ment of preference to unionists is only a
pretence. That policy does not exist. In
the name of that policy, however, men who
were trying to keep a wife and children on
525. a week were bludgeoned into paying
out money to meet the clectioneering ex-
penses of our friends who are receiving £12
# week, and further fo bludgeon money ont
of these unfortunate people their wives and
children were deprived of food. The Gov-
ernment does not stand for preferecnce to
unionists, and will not put out of employ-
went men who are on full time and will not
join the union. T believe in  industrial
unionism and have been an industrial nnion-
ist sinee T was 13 years of age. T hate to
see industmal unionism destroved and ifs
funetions distorted on the altar of political
hypoerisy.  The domination of industrial
unienism for political purposes has alto-
gether destroved its efficieney. It no longer
stands for the protection of the industrial
workers, who have been honeycombed by a
svstem whereby they have been made sub-
servient to the political exigencies of the
limes. When the Government put forth their
famons ukase that every man, before he
couid get rvelief work, had to pay 25s. to the
AW, they were not concerned ahbout
unionism. No union principles were involved.
These men were working on half the hasie
wage, and many of them were earning below
the basie wage. Tt was a miserable pretence
on the part of the exeentive of the State. It
meant the deprival of these unfortunate
people of a few pounds in order to put
meney into the pockets of their friends
to save them from having to pay their
own electioncering  expenses. At that
stage a married man with a wife and
two children was allowed to earn the mag-
nificent sum of 48s. 2 weck, Under the pre-
tence of unionism, unless they contribnted
255 to the A.W.U,, they were not allowed
to earn even that. When they did contri-
bute to that organisation thevy were not even
given the rights of memhership. We hear
a lot about the eapitalistic svstem. Thous-
ands of smstenance workers are compelied
fo contribute 205, a year to the AW.U. 1In
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the last few months the general seerctary-
ship of that organisation hecame vacant.
Three or four individuals decided fo appeint
Mr. Johnson to the job, Those who have
to pay Mr. Johnson’s salary had no oppor-
tunity to say whether they liked him or not.
I am not referiing to the Mr. Jolnson who
is earmarked for transportation. In 1933
the A W.U,, which our friends, who are so
concerned about the capitalistie system,
might refes to as a democratie institution,
had a salary hill of £100 a week, and for the
year ended 31st May, 1833, it had a defieit
of £3,184. Theie were all sorts of ineidental
expenses besides the salary bill. There was
the contribution of £1,030 to the “Westralian
Wo:ker” which, by the way, does not belong
to the worke:s. The shareholders of
that newspaner were defrauded of a con-
trolling ownership by an organisation of
five men, known as the Labour Efforts Asso-
ciation, of which the present Premier is the
leader. 1t got registration only beeanse the
present Premier was prepared io violate the
traditions of the Minister for Justice and
grant an improper certificate, This orzan-
isation reeeived 10,000 shares for which it
did not exnend one penny of its own money.
The “Worker” therefore belongs to five men
who obtained the ownership by fraud. The
sustenance workers are compelled to eontri-
bute Lo this paper although they have no
say in {he manasement. 1t belongs lo the
present Premier and two or three of his eol-
leagues. We heard a lot abont Jack Lang,
when he lent the “Labour Daily™ £13,000 in
cash of his own money. It was said thai he
was lending the money to that paper in order
to ob ain eontrol. If he did get control he
got it honest’y and straight-forwardly, and
made the payvment out of his own porket.
Whatever he did pales info insignificance
when compared with the conduet of the pre-
sent Premic', who gave a certificate for
registration to five of his mates as an asse-
ciation, and then jeined with them in call-
ing themselves a mecting of directors of
“The Worker” and issued to themselves
10,000 fully paid up shares for which they
never paid one peany.

Mr. Patrick: Perhaps ihe shares would not
be worth any more?

Mr. HUGHES: Perhaps not. 1 ad-
mit that f"e paper has net a hund-
red readers. But in order to keep it
goinz as a Government instrument, the sus-
tenance worke-s have got to take from their
meagre ecarnings—deprive their starving

225

children and hungry wives in order io put
up more money to maintain the power of
the Government. That paper is a good in-
strument for the Premier. At the FEast
Perth eolection it excelled itself. It wrote
£10,000 worth of libals concerning me in 14
davs.

Ton. C. G. Latham: Probably that iz how
vou got such a large majority!

Mr. HUGHES: Unfortunately, under the
law of this country, although the libels weve
written at the instanee and on behalf of the
Premier and his colleagues, if one took pro-
ceedings against those gentlemen and got
damages it would not cost them a penny,
becavse they would simply take the amount
out of the funds of “The Worker” share-
holders and out of the moneys subscribed;
by relief and sustenanee workers. That was
just what the Government did in the eca<e
of the gentleman who has recently beer:
appointed an Honorary Minister. We haue:
some recollection of a gentleman, Mr. E. IT..
Gray, bheing appointed a Minister without
portfolio. I have nothing to say about Mr.
Gray. I believe he will probably make the
most polite Minister Western Australia has:
cver had. T feel sure that if ever he ts in
the wrong, he will not hesiiate fo beg par-
don. But when Mr. Gray got np azainst the
law, when he was warned of what would
happen to him, he said, *“Oh, I will take the
consequences.”’ The eonsequences were £721
damages. Where did he get that money
from? Ile did noet pay ene penny out of
his own pocket. And he ought not
to have paid, I will s=dmit, beeause the man
who perpetrated the uffence was Mr. MeCal-
Ium. But Mr. Gray went to the Trades Hall
at Perth, and he and his colleague took, nn-
lawfully, £721 out of the funds of the in-
dustrial unionists of this State lo pay for
Mr. Gray's lezal transgressions. Never was
woney used more frandulently. There was
a plain misappropriation of funds. That
sum of £721, the property of Western Aus-
tralian unionists, was misappropriated hy
Mr. Gray and his eolleagues. Tf there was
any dezeney in this State, if there was any-
thing like fair play, so long as public rmen
ean misappropriate other people’s money we
ought not to put anyone in gaol. If there
was any decency here, any fair play, we
would throw open the doors of the Fre-
mantle gaol and say to the unfortunale
transgressors down there, “Come out and
be free! You were unfortunate. You had
to go inside becanse you were not in a posi-
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fion to steal other people’s money to answer
for your crimes’

Mr. North: Whers did the money comn
from?

Mr. HUGHES : The money eame in pavt
from the relief and sustenance workers, It
was bludgconed out of them at the point of
the gun-—starvation for their wives and
children unless they paid. T will give Alr.
Gray this friendly warning. In accepting
4 Ministerial job without portfolio, he takes
an office of profit wunder the Crewn; and
in accordance with the Constitution he is
bhound to seck re-cleetion. The fact that the
issue has not been lested does not prove
that that is not neeessary. Tt hag been lai
down time and agam. It is the opinion of
every man with a knowledgze of Constitu-
tional law that if a member of Parliament
fakes an office without a portfolio, he takes
an office of profit under the Crown; and if
he attempts to sit or vote in Parliament
without first going back to the electors, he
s liable to a penalty of £200 every timc he
sits.

Mr. Patrick: He is an Honorary Minister.

Mr, HUGHES: He may nol get the Con-
stitution altered so cusily next time. When
one recalls the Clyaesdale and Gray eases,
it is amusing to hear members. opposite. T
am surprised at the member for South Fre-
mantle (Mr. Fox) being so unsophisticated
as to say that the Government cannol get
what they want throngh the Upper Honse.
The Government can get anything they like
through the Upper Honse. They tried to
put it over the Kalgoorlic miners, when
those miners wanted the Government fo
force the Chamber of Mines to grant a 44-
hour week, that they, the Ministers, werc
horrified, becanse that would he unconstitn-
tional. They told the miners, “It is uncon-
slitutional, anqd eannot be done” But the
miners were not so dumb as Ministers
thought. The miners asked this pertinent
guestion, “Why is it that when yon want to
do something for the miners you cannot
preak the Constitution, but when you want
to do something for a rich man, the attorney
of a Melbourne racccourse millionaire, the
Constitution is no trouble and the Legis-
lative Counecil is no trouble?” When the
decencies of public life were outraged by
giving Mr. Gray a pardon and there was a
kick coming from the other Chamber, the
member for Boulder (Hon. P. Collier)
stood up and said, “They had better look
to themselves”; and under that threat they
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wilted. The violation and degradation of
the public life of Western Australia went
unchallenged.  Bnt when the Kalgoorlie
winers were conterned, there was righteous
indignation. When I want to do something
that will help the unemploved, not even
the Standing Orders can be abrozated. On
the other hand, when it is a case of a wealthy
man haecked by a racecourse millionaire, no-
thing stans in the way and the Government
are all-powerful. 1 have heard quite a lot

about group settlement, and I wish to
apologise to the group settlers. I suppose
I am the man who s responsible
for the harsh treatment that is being

meted out to the group seftlevs to-day.
We all know that the famous Gray pam-
phlet was not prepared by Mr. Gray. We
know that the famous Gray pamphlet was
prepared and taken to Fremantle, and
handed over by Alee MceCallum when he
was Minister for Works. I have a signed
statement from peeple who saw him deliver
it. One would have thought, when Gray
and dMann were prosecuted, that this Min-
ister of the Crown would have come for-
ward and said, ‘‘Look here, don’t prose-
cute Gray, don’t proscente Mann; I did the
job, 1 will taluz the responsibility.’’ But
no! 1Ilis pos.don was protected, first of
all, in that we dare not call the publie ser-
vants with regard to the pamphlet for fear
of consequent viectimisation. Even then,
his skin was only saved at the last min-
ute hy the prebibition wpon the official re-
poriers of this House, which prevented
them {rom produeing their notes. In order
to avoid the consequences of his act, he
had to fall back on the tewrille net of pre-
venting evidenee from being submitted.
Iven then, he thought he would be com-
vieted. When an appeal was lodged, he
thought he would be convicted, and this
man, who talks about agitators, was not
game to stand his ground! IIe had the
Premier of the State in an unfortunate
position in which he eould blackmail the
Premier into doing anything he wanted.
The Premier was in the unfortunate posi-
tion that he had to leave the State, and
when he returned, the gun was put at his
hend by our noble Aleec MeCallum. He
was not game to wait and stand the chance
of having his seat declared vacant, but he
forced the Premier to take certain action
beeause he had the Premier, who had been
his colleague for years, at his mercy; so
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he demanded irom the Premier the job, for
which e has absolutely no qualifications
at all, at £2,000 a ycar; and now he refers
to people as agitators! s a matter of
fact, they have nothing to worry about;
agitators huve done well in Western Aus-
tralia. This particular gentleman  was
anathema to people. Ile was the State’s
greatest agitator. Now he has fin-
ished up as a bank manager at £2,000
a year; yet he is a man who could
not add up a column of figures in
three days. He is the most impossiblg
man in the community for the job, and
the cfliciency of the Agricultural Bank and
the welfare of one seetion of the workers—
the groupies—have been saerificed to find a
sineeure for a man who turned yellow and
was not game to stand up to what he had
dune, Of course, he is guite an intevesting
psychologieal experiment. Our friends tell
us that one of our troubles is with the
banks. Well, now we have a dyed-in-the
wool socialist in charge of the Agricultural
Bank, and how is he running the institu-
tion? He is running the bank with muech
more stringent banking practice than is
adopted by any commereial banker, Ie
wil] not lend money without security, and
he is bludgeoning these people who are
living from hand to mouth inte paying a
few paltry shillings in interest. Without
entering into the merits or demerits of the
group selbtlers—they have their own mem-
bers to do that—there is no doubt, as I
"pointed out in this Ilouse years ago, that
group settlers were induced to take up
holdings by false pretences and misrepre-
sentation. I produced in this Chamber a
pamphlet issned in London on hehalf of
the State of Western Australia, which con-
tained most extraordinary mis-statements
about what the South-West ean produee.
I well remember that on the front cover
of the pamphlet there was the picture of
a working man with a shovel, with which
he was shovelling sovercigns made out of
the Peel Estate. The soil on the Peel Es-
tate is not as good as the sand in my back-
vard at Mt. Lawley! So these unfortunate
people were victims of a campaign of mis-
representation. If there are any losses as
a result of the group settlement scheme,
those losses should fall on the people of
Western Australia as a whole, beeause it
was (he servants of the people of the State

227

who misrepresented the position to the
people from overseas. What was the posi-
tion of this gentleman who wants the group
settlers to pay their interest, and will take
their ¢ream and leave them without food
il they do not pay? IHe was a Minister
¢f the Crown for which he reeceived £1,000
a vear: he had his Parliamentary salavy;
he had his interest in pubs, and he owed
the Agricultural Rank £2,300. Why did
he not set an example to the zroupies?
Why did not he, as a Minister of the
Crown, pay off his indebtedness {o the
Agricultural Bank? But no! When it
applied te him, it was quite a dif-
ferent thing. 11 did not matter il the
State was ever paid, and I suppose
no officer of the Agricultural Bank would
dare to take steps te enforee payment, be-
cause we have a system in this State where-
by certain people are above the law.

Hon, C. G. Latham; These are rather seri-
ous statements.

Mr. Coverley: You know how much truth
there is in that statement.

Mr. HUGHES: T hope, Mr. Speaker, that
the membor for Murehison will enlarge the
scope of his proposed inquiry into the opera-
tions of the Licensing Act with a view to
ascertaining just who are really the people
participating in the liguor licenses, and just
where the profits from the sale of the Jicenses
have gone. The member for Kimberley {Mr.
Coverley) will then aseertain the truth.

Mr. Coverley: If T do, T will not become
a public informer.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member neither
has the intellizence nor the conrame to do
that, but he need not worryv. It takes cour-
age o stand up

Mr. Caverley: Why not say that outside?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Kimberley had better keep order.

AMr. HUGHES: The member for Kimber-
ley asks whether T will repeat the statement
outsite. Does he think that puts the fear
of anything in me? XNot in the slightest.

Mr. Raphael: We will earry on with the
pieces, anyhow.

Mr. Thorn: What a noble statement!

Mr. HUGHES: I refuse to he intimidated
either inside or outside the House. The
member for Kimberley should take care, be-
cause even Jack Johnson met his Waterloo.

Mr. Coverley: T thougzht you were going
to squeal to the police again,
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Mr. HUGHES: I do not squeal to the
police.

Mr. Coverley: You have done it several
times.

Mr. HUGHES: T do not squeal.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
address fhe Chair.

Mr. IIUGHES: I know that I tackled
their prize thues at Fast PPerth  single-
handed, and those thugs came alone. They
were not led by the member for Kimberley.
Like a good general, he stood well behind.
He was well behind them, a devil of a long
way behind,

My, Coverley: Like you were in 1914

Mr, HUGHES: The member for Kimber-
ey is coming the returned soldier racket
now. He is going to get behind the returned
soldiers. I thought we had definitely deter-
mined who had won the war. T stood as an
anti-eonseriptionist in 1914, One reason why
you, Mr. Speaker, and I stood for anti-
conseription was that we were afraid if mili-
tary conscription were enforeed, it would
be followed by industrial conseription. We
had the eourage to stand and fight when
those people who had not the couraze en-
listed rather thau stand wp for their convie-
tions. And I am not easting any reflection
on the hon. member’'s war record. T did not
know he was a returned soldier. Bat un-
fortunately, although we stood in fear of
industrial econseription, we have mot the
most intense form of industrial conscription
in Western Australia to-day, much more in-
tense than we cver visualised. The workers
to-day, particularly the Government relief
workers, are under an intense form of in-
dustrial conseription. They have no righis.
They have to pay money ont of their mengre
earnings, so that my friend will not have to
pay his election expenses. They have fo
starve their wives and children so that some-
body will go over the air and tell us to vote
for the member for Kimberley.  Perhaps
they are doing good work. We hear now
over the air people we used to hear ovde
the Esplanade; it is gratifying to know thaf
they have risen from the Esplanade to the
ether. I am not at all éoncerned abont any
threats that might be levelled at me, because
I have always been able to take care of my-
self, although I do mot go in for vigorous
athleties of that nalore now.

Member; When will you tell us about your
poliey?

Alr. HUGIHIES: Later on, my friend. T
might be ahle to give a good aceount of my-
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self, and I can tell the member for Kim-
herlev that even if he were to defeat me he
would be a long way from being champion
of the world. When I eame here before,
things seemed to me to be rather mixed.
To-day it is hard to say who is who in this
Chamber. No oue seems to adopt the eapi-
talistic systemn.  The wmember for Subiaco
{Mrs, Cardell-Oliver) made the most social-
istte specch ever heard in this Chamber. I
first came into public life a socialist. I still
have great faith in secialistie doctrines, and
I think we are on the way to soeialism when
we liear the Couniry Party advoeating social-
ism in the form of marketing pools.

Hen. C. G. Latham: We ave a socialist
State.

Mr. HUGQHES: Yes, but if you seratch

a  soeialist  vonr will find a  conserva-
{five. T ean rvemember as a boy 30
vears ago  being  taken wup to Boulder

to meet the atomic mightiness of a mem-
ber of the Federal Senate. | was daly -
pressed, and  the gentleman told us that
we young fellows had a job ahead of uy,
namely, to abolish the eapitalistic system.
That was 30 years ago. 1 met the gentle-
man again, when he was not 3 Federal Sen-
ator, hut was destitute and depressed, and
I intrigued to get him a job, and was pun-
ished for my intrigning. T went to a meet-
ing where T had the right to be, and the
one man of all who vhiceted to my presence
was the ex-Senafor. ithe man whao, when
down and out, and when his friends of befter
days weie not caring for him, was eared for”
by us: we intriguad for him, And, strangely
cnough, history again proves repetitive, for
one of the first things T hear on wy return
to this llouse is the member for Perth (M.
Needham) {elling us that what we require
to do is to abelish the eapitalistic svstem.
I can fell him that we worked that racket
out 20 vears ago, that the eapitalistic sys-
tem is quite safe. 1 have no qualms ahout
it. As a eapitalist with a defirit of a £1,000,
I say that as far as I am concerned the
system ean go to-morrow, But what I
prophesy 1s that eertain people will keep
on telling the workers that what they want
to do i1s to abelish the capitalistic system.
Yet those people themselves have no inten-
tion of doing it. Time and time again we
have had a Lahour Government hoth in this
State and in the Commonwealth, vet thev
have never attempted to a%elish the ecapita-
listie system. We have had a Lahour Gov-
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crnment here for years, yet they have never
atiempted to abolish anything, except that
they fall over themselves to aholish the min-
ing industry by handing it over to go-get-
tors, an industry in which we have encugh
money to pay half the public debt, despite
which the socialist Government could not
hand it over quickly enough. What is the
use of their telling the workers of the State
that they have to abolish the capitalistic
system when they themselves willi not do
anything to abolish it? Tn this State the
well-fed, well-clothed Labour politicians and
industrial leaders do nét want to abolish
the capitalist system, because they might
fare worse under any other system. It is
30 yems of hypoerisy for the member for
Perth to come along and say we should
abolish the eapitalist system. Then he tells
us about the banks—the banks are the
trouble. Well, what are they going to de
about the hanks? XNo one can get from Mr.
Curtin, the Federal Labour Leader, what
he infends to do about the banks. Does he
intend to make the Commonwealth Bank
lend money withoui security? Does he in-
tend to hand over the Bank to a board like
the Licensing Board, or does he intend to
fool the workers by making the Common-
wealth Bank an ordinary trading bank in
competition with the other banks, just as
we have the State sawmills in competition
with privately-owned sawmills. And, by
the way, if you ring up for a bit of tim-
ber, you get the same price from the State
socialist concern as you get from the pri-
vate mills.

Mr. Raphael: Things are different with
them now.

Mr. HUGHES: Probably the hon. mem-
ber for Victoria Park, for psvchological
reasons, always buys seconds.

Mr. Raphael: He ean buy you, anyhow.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, of course. I re-
gret that the member for Brown Hill-Tvan-
koe {Mr. F. C. L. Smith) is not in his place
to-night. He treafed us fo a dissertation to
the effect that we ought to have a 40-hour
week. So we ought, and so we shall, but we
will not get it from the people he supports.
It is a strange thing to hear the hon. mem-
ber advoeating the adoption of a 40-hour
week, when six months ago the Goverament
of which he is now a member asked the
Arbitration Court to make the nurses in
the Perth Hospital work 56 hours per week.
In one breath they taik about the adoption
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of a 40-hour week, but when it comes to prac-
tice, lheir basis 1s 56 hours to the week.
Ang the men employed on furms Ly mem-
bers opposite do not weork 40 howrs per
weck.

Member: No, twice that.

Mre. AUGHES: The policy of the Gov-
ernment is 56 hours a week. They asked the
Arbitration Court to make nurses work 36
hours a week, but the Arbitration Court
would not grant it and ordered the girls to
work 48 hours. Notwithstunding that the
employer ean fix his own period of hours,
they ot 48 hours a week and made the girls
work 48 hours a week until it beeame an
iszue at the East Perth clection, and now the
girls’ hours are reduced to 4 a week. IF the
Government were sincere, why didl they not
try the experiment of starting the nurses on
a d-hour week? They arc not sincere. The
member for Brownhill-Tvanhoe considers
that any person whe tries to uplift the lowest
class of workers is an imbecile. He wrote
in the “Daily News,” one of the leading
capitalist papers, that it was fatuous pre-
sumption for people to ask for full-time
employment for the unemployed. IFatuons
presumptien? I looked wp the meaning of
the word “fatuwous.” It means “imbecilic.”
If you want the workers to have deeent con-
ditions, the member for Brownhiil-Tvanhae,
writing for a capitalist newspaper, thinks
vou are an unhecile! Fatuous presumption!
Yet they were promised full-time wark three
years ago. Although personally I would
like to see the member for Brownhill-Tvanhoe
advance, I am sorry for the workers because
I am sure that a man who could write o
statement like that will be a stalwart of the
Chamber of DMines, and the Chamber
of Mines will have nothing to fear. If
we are abways to have unemployment,
what is the use of our going time
and time arain Lo the electors and say-
ing it is the duty of the Government to find
work? I ean remember, in 1921, hearing the
member for Boulder saying to the then
Premier, “It is the duty of the Government
to find work or wages.”” But that was only
while he was in opposition. As soon as he
zets on the Treasury bench, his amanuecnsis
tells us it is fatuous presumption. What did
the member for Browunhill-Tvanhoe do when
he had an opportunity to give the miners a
40-hour week. Surely if any eclass of men
were entitled to a 40-hour week, it would bhe
the men who work underground. But no, he
did not do anvthing, The Government could
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have given the miners a 40-hour week had
they so desired. When the Government had
the gun at the head of the Chamber of
Mines and were forcing the Chamber of
Mines to give the men a 44-honr week, when
the Government were violating their execu-
tive positions on an oceasion when they were
perhaps entitled to violate them, what ought
to have happened was that the gentleman
who ordered the miners to work 48 hours a
week underground should have been given
three months’ trial at it compulsorily, and
he would then have obtnined a better out-
look, The Government might as well
he hanged for a sheep as for a lamb.
‘When they were going to the extent
of forcing the Chamber of Mines to give a
44-hour week, they might as well have gone
the whole hog and given a 40-hour week.
The mining industry ean quite well stand a
40-hour week. The mining industry, above
all industries, could concede it. If we want
to introduce the principle of a 40-hour week,
let the Government go to this extent. We
know that in the cities the industrial workers
are organised and are capable of protecting
their own conditions and getting decent con-
ditions, but in the agricultnral areas the
workers are unprotected. T suggest to
the Government that if the member for
Brownhill-Ivanhoe is sincere, now that he is
a Minister, he should say to the farmers,
“You work your employees 40 hours a week,
and whatever you suffer finaneinlly as a re-
sult of that, we will give you a subsidy from
the Treasury {o recoup you.”

Hon. €. G. Latham: We know we would
not get it.

Mr. HUGHES: T have told the workers
ol Kast PPerth that they cannot get a 40-hour
week while their feilow-workers are on 48
and 56 honrs, and the workers of East Perth
arce more honest than some people and they
agree, No worker in East Perth wants a
40-hour week if it is going to involve nurses
working 56 hours a week, and they do not
want a 40-hour week if farm labourers have
to work 56 to 60 hours a weck for two-thivds
of the basie wage. Let the Government show
thetr bona fides and make a start by estab-
lishing a 40-howr week in the agriculfural
districts, so that the farmer will be re-
couped for any loss he sustains, and then
we can spread it from the agricaltural arcas
inland. But the tFovernment are not eon-
eerned  ahout the workers.  You, Mr.
Speaker, as an old goldfields identity, will
know that at the time I was a boy anyone
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could get a bit of tucker and go ount pros-
pecting on the Golden Mie, If he found
anything, it was his. But it is not so to-day.
The present socialistic (fovernment have
handed over the mining areas te Mr, de
Bernales. I can rvemember the time when,
at the mention of the name of de Bernales,
the Minister for Mines atutomatically ground
his teeth., We were told there were threc
people of whaom we should bewarve., One
was the late Mr. Hedges, who later on be-
eame respectuble and got into husiness asso-
ciattons with the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie. The second man was Mr. de Ber-
nales. I have heavd the most terrible things
siid of him. I do not know whether they
were truc or not. T eon rewmember that in
the days of hot socks and half-mast pants,
de Bernales was a well-known figure in Kal-
goorlie. DBut the most terrible things used
to be said about hin. The third man we
were told to hate was the devil. To-day de
Bernales is vietnally Minister For Mines. He
has o veservation of all the gold-bearing
and pood green-stone gold-bearing country
in this State, The Government have de-
prived the old battler of his birthright. T
had a painful experience at Norseman. A
man 70 years of age wus battling there for
a living, working a show, when somecone
came afong and hought it. Tt was the old
mian’s birthrizcht; he was one of the old
pattlers who blazed the track on the felds.
He sold the show, hut when he did not get
paid for it and attempted to enforee his right
by legal action, they said, “You have nol
offered the show to de Bernales, or to the
Western Mining Corporation,” and he bad
to withdraw his case. So the ¢ld prospectors
have been handed over body and soul by
the Minister for Mines to de Bernales.
What a wonderful alliance! Now the Minis-
ter for Mines secs eye (o eye with de Ber-
nales. De Bernales told the workers that he
thought they shoull have a 48-hour week.
What happened? He was taken to the
Trades Hall, Perth, and treated to a beer
and a biscuib. It 35 a sorry day for the min-
ing industry.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is surprising what
a beer and a biscuit will da.

Mr. HUGHES: I wonder in whom the
conversion has taken place. Has De Ber-
nales turned socialist or has the Minister
for Mines turned capifalist? We are told
that these people do a lot of good by indue-
ing capital into the industry. They also do
a lot of harm. We may have got a few
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pounds into the State for mining, and some
of us may have made a few pounds out of it,
but incaleulable harm has heen done to the
industry by the Government allowing wild-
cat flotations and associating themselves with
such flotations. The result is one cannot get
money for mining in Lendon to-day. TIn
Adelaide people would always buy a mine,
but to-day ene could not sell them an option
over the Mint. The Government have shame-
fully betrayed their trost, and handed the
heritage of the people to mining specula-
tors. We can understand de Bernales saying
to the Minister for XMines, “You shonld have
a trip to London” Of course he ghould go
to London, for services rendered. The Min-
ister wenl to London. He came back and
told us that as the rvesult of a sojourn of
one month there he had induced a million
and a half of money to come to Western
Austvalia.  If he was able 10 do that in a
month it was not an economic business to
bring him back. Why did he not stay? As
a matter of foct he did not induee one shil-
ling to come to this State. He was merely
the smoke-screen for De Bernales. The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Mr., Tonkin)
spoke to us ahout the milleninm. 1le told us
if. was easy to selve our troubles.

Me. Tonkin: I do not think 1 =aid that.
I know it is very hard to do so.

Mr. HUGHES: This is what he said, Tf
he did not intend to say it perhaps he will
tell the House, He zaid, “The way to abolish
povarty is as plain as a pikestaff. It is to
abolish the eapitalistic system.”

AMr. Tonkin: That is what I stand for.

Hon. C. ¢i. Latham: Yon will be over this
side direetly.

Mr. IICGHES: He told us there were
five ways to golve our problems, send our
ehildren to schoel nutil they were 16 years
of age, and retire us at 50 or 40 years of
age. When he had built up our hopes and
we were like Moses looking into the prom-
ised land, he said it was not for him to
do it, but for the Federal Government,

Mr. Tonkin: I said we wanted Federal
aid.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member is
prepared to do for us everything that some-
one else would do, but is not prepared to
do anything himself.

My, Tonkin: Just as vou seek aid when
you cannot do things for yourself.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not suggest shelving
our responsibilities upon the Federal Gov-
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ernment.  Let us shoulder our own. If
the Federal Government are standing in
the way let us get out of Federation.

Mr. Tonkin: And make the task more
diffienit still. That is not logical.

Mr. HUGHES: How can it be made
more difficalt? This country was more
prosperous before Federation than it is
to-day, Under Fedevation we are in the
hands of the manufacturers of Melbourne
and Sydney. It does not matter who is
in power; the manufacturers control the
situation. If we had a Federal Labour Gov-
ernment it would be like putting the manu-
faetnrers of Melbourne and Sydney on the
Treasury hench.

My, Tonkin: The hon. member will admit
that the resources of the Commonwealth are
greater than these of the State.

Alr, HUGHES: The hon. member will not.

Mr. Tonkin: There is something wrong
with the hon. membher’s mentality.

Mr. HBUGHES: That statement leaves
me eold. I am not even angry.

Mr. Tonkin: Being deveid of the finer
feelings, you would not he.

Mr. HUGITES: Is the hon. memler im-
bued with finer feelings? If so, he would
not suy anything he felt would hurt the
foelings of someone clse.

AMr. Tonkin: I Mrow I cannot hurt the
hon. member.

Myr. HUGHES: e cannot hurt me be-
cause, as I have said, I have a philosophy.
I divide the world into two parts, made of
the wise part that agrees with me, and the
other of the paranoies who do not agree
with me.

Alr. Raphael: We have only your opinion
for that.

AMr. HUGHES: It ts my philosophy. One
can always get a bite from the member
for Vietoria Park (Mr. Raphacl). He
spends hall his life trying to put his teeth
into someone. I do not admit that the re-
sources of the Commonwealth are greater
than those of the State. We are a sover-
cign power here. As a State we have con-
trol of all the resources of the State. These
resources are the State’s natural producti-
vity, and the land 1s the hasis of all its re-
sources. Gold is one of the resources of
the State. The Commonwealth Govern-
ment do not own our gold any more than
the sovereign State of Western Australia
owns it. If we were divorced from the
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Conunonwealibh we would have possession
of all the nalural resources of Western
Australin, and would have all the obligu-
tious (o govern ourselves. The Common-
wealth is made up of six States, and each
has its own obligations. If we were frec
of Commonwealth control we would have
one thing that we were foolish to give
away, and that is absalute eontrol of our
own finanees. Although I voted for the
Finaneial Agreement I would gladly revoke
that vote to-morrow if I could.

Mr. Raphacl: Thal is the only mistake
you ever made.

Mr. TIUGHES: For onece I believe
the hon. member. T think we counld get out
of the Commwonwealth very easily. If we
were determined, we could get a re-align-
ment of the Commonweslth powers without
mucl trouble. In Seuth Australin and Tas-
mania complaints aguinst the Federal dom-
ination are rampant. What we want is a
re-alignment of the powers as between the
Commonwealth and the State, if we do
not get secession. We could get that in
seven years. We could start an organisa-
tion in Western Anstralia for State rights
and re-alignment. The moment our ergan-
isation heeame established we eould
go to South Australia and Tasmania,
and offeet the same organisation there.
At the next Senate clections we might get
into the Federal Renate three South Aus-
tralians, three Tasmanians, and three West-
ern Australinns pledged to the readjustiment
of State righls. Then we would have nine
members in the Senate. And ab the next
elertion we eonld put in nine more. Then
we would have 18 members, half the Scuate;
aud when the Government of the day, who-
over they might be, elected their President
they would be in a minority on the Aoor of
the Flouse, and we could tie up the whole
Foderal business until they gave us readjust-
ment. Tn fact, we could tell the Federal
Government what Parnell told the House of
Conunons. With 18 Senators we could make
the position so awkward that any Federal
Government then in power would have to
compromise with us. e eould even throw
out their Budget. We could refuse fo allow
them any Supply. And we would be doing
these things in a perfeetly legal and eonsti-
tutional way. We could say, *“We have 18
Senators here for the one purpose of getting
a re-alignment of our relationship.”
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Mr. North: Then the two Federal TTouses
would sit jointly. and the Government would
have a majority against us.

Mr, HUGHES: They would, but we could
o on holding them up, and in those cir-
ecnmsiances they could not continue indefin-
itelv. The machinery would not work. We
would have a spanner in the works. I sug-
mest that the time i1s ripe when we people
who Dhelieve in a readjustment should do
something to organise those two States, Our
Government ought to make available at least
£20,000 for organising purposes in that
direction, If net, as we go, the Federal
Government are continunally encroaching,
and we members of the Western Aunstralian
Parliament will be joining the ranks of the
unemployed, as we shall have nothing at all
to do. I suggest to the hon. member that
in stating that only the Federal Government
can do these things, he is waking the public
up to say, “What do we want you fellows
for if you cannot do anything?”’ DBut there
is a way out when we have the eourage and
resolution to take it. I suggest to our
friends opposite one wrgent reform. T do
not think the capitalist system is going to
topple over or be pushed over, for I do not
know anybody who really wants to abolish
it. T do not know any sane man on the
opposite side of the Chamber who wenld
to-morrow abolish that system. The people
are not ready for such a change. Whilst I
agree that the system in Russia may be the
best system for Russians, we in Australia
are in a very different stage of development
from that of Russia in 1917. The people of
Western Australia and the people of Ans-
tralin are not ready for socialism, and their
leaders do not want to give it to them. But
there is one thing we could strive for, one
thing that would tend to relieve and improve
the conditions of living for many. The day
has long gone by when we should eling to
the obsolete felish of the gold standard. Of
course we are not now on the gold standard.
What I suggest 1 that we should link eur-
rency to commodities. Just one short illus-
tration of what I mean. A man who has a
£1,000 louse in the metropolitan area can
get a first mortgage for two-thirds of the
value of the house. Only on extremely rare
oceasions is a first mortgagee known to lose
his money. Banks will advanee against
credits and against commodities ap to a cer-
tain limit, What happens? A person with
a property worth, say, £1,000 borrows two-
thirds of that amount on first mortgage at,



[27 Avcusr, 1930.]

say, 5 per cent. per annum. Then if the
mortgagee wants money, he goes to the bank
and depesits his mortgaeze, and the bank
gives him an overdraft to the vuiue of the
mortgage, because the bank is quite satis-
fied that 66 per cent. is safe. Tf the bank
gets into difliculties and needs eurrency, it
will iake all these mortgnges, or a ecctain
number of sueh securities ta the Common-
wealth Bank, and the Commonwealth Bank
will give it curreney against them. And
where does the currency come from? From
the note issue. So behind it all there is the
note issue.  For the last century, time and
again, when a crisis has happened and the
Bank of England has been in danger of not
being able to pay in gold, the British Par-
liament has held a harried session and sus-
pended the Bank Aet—which simply
meant giving the Bank of England the right
to pay in paper. What difference would
there be if, instead of the owner going to
the mortgazee and the mortgagee going to
the private bank, and the private hank
going to the Note Issue Department, every
peison who had a thousand pounds’ worth
of security were able to o to the Note Issue
Department and say, “I want two-thirds
of that value in notes™? That is all we do
to-day. 1 know the member for Avon (JMr.
Boyle) will say, “There is another erank in
the Hou=e.” But let us not forget that the
crank of to-day is the wise man of to-mor-
row angd the genius of history. My sugges.
tion applies to farming commodities and
all olher ¢ommodities. Then if we had
£1,000 worth of property, we eould go to
the Note Jssue Department and say, “We
want £600, which we will pay off over 20
vears at, say, one per cent.” The one per
gent., T submit, would be more than enough
to eover any possible loss by default. One
result would he that people eould get homes.
Just imagine if all the people in Perth with
a first mortgage could, instend of paying
interest, be paying that much off the prin-
cipal. 1 repeat, it would mean that people
would get homes. Interest charges would be
redurced to the farmers, and there would be
this great reaction: so mueh money would
become available for investment that rates
of interest would tumble. To-day we have
to pay 6, 7, 8, and 10 per cent. on securitics
in respect of which lenders would be glad
to accept 3 per cent.

Mr. North: Professor Weynes says that.

Mr. HUGTEES: As an aceountant, I ean-
not see that anythine is necessary cxcept

233

taking ont two intermediate steps. There
i the geeurity, and people would be glad to
pay off their loans, Against the paper issue
there would always be realty or ecommodi-
ties just as staple as gold.

Mr. North: More so.

Mr. ITCGHES: I suggest that as an
avenue, even at the risk of being ealled a
crank. Formerly we found that Russia was
iabuo, 1hat nothing was goosl about Russia.
But recently we Found Archhishop Te Fanu

and  Mr. Prank Beasley—the professor
of law to whom I am mueh in-
debted for instruetion in the science of

law—setting up a Russian Culture So-
viety. Ton-day the nice people are facing
the Russian question, Some of them even
went wndd drank champagne in the Kremlin
recently—the first champagne druuk  there
~ince the fall of the old rexime of the Tsars.
It is a fine thing to sec such gentlemen iak-
inr up the study of Russian enlture. I
there is any admission for the low-born I
shall make efforts to berome o member. T
subwit that the suggestion I have offered
represents a practical way of effecting some-
thine tn improve the standard of living.
Tt is something that is praetical—a prae-
tienl wwonetary reform. 1t is no visiomary
abstract proposition but a solid sound prac-
til scheme of monetary reform.

My, Tonkin: As a matter of fact, it
savours very much of portion of the Lang
Plan.

Mr, TEUGHES: If it does, I am not
scared of being dubbed a Langite. No,
what the member for North-Fast Fremantle
micans i= o little hook written by Mr. Pater-
son, BoAL, of the Syduey University, entitled
“The lang Plan” He did deal in a minor
way with advancing eurrency against com-
modilirs.

Mr. Tonkin: Duat Mr. Lang stated defi-
nitely Lie believed in tying eurrvency to com-
muidilies.

Mr. HUGHES: At any rate, I did not
refer to Lang, but to the Paterson book.
There is one avenue in respeet of whick
members of all political shades of opinion
could join issue and so aecord relicf, not
only to industrial worliers, but to the farmers
and others. I am sorry to he so long-winded,
Mr. Speaker, but I hope you will remember
that T have had nine years of enforeed
silence. T want {o deal next with what I
eonsider the most pressing problem of the
State. Three vears azo the upemploved and
the casual workers were promised that if
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they voted for certain gentlemen they would
sceure full-time employment. QF course they
did not get it; the gentlemen concerned
never intended to give them full-time om-
ployment. It was merely a miserable arti-
fice to get their votes. Nevertheless, they
should have been provided with full-time
cmployment, hecause the CGovernment have
had snflicient money to enable them to make
it avajlable, and the only reason that it was
npot given was, as ihe member for Brown
ll-Ivanhoe (Mr. F. C, L. Smith) indi-
cated, that it was a fatuous presumption that
we could get away from the old doctrine that
we must have the unemploved with uws. In
1933 there was estoblished that most un-
economic and inequitable form of taxation
known as the wages tax. That tax was un-
sound and unfair, for the reason that the
man in receipt of £4 a week and who had no
children, paid the same tax as the man in
receipt of the same salary, but with five
children dependent upon hm.

Hon, C. G. Latham: That is what the
members of the present Government used
to say when they sat on this side of the
House.

Mr, HUGHES: [ know, and I may as
well say at onee that I am in general agree-
ment with what the Opposition said about
the Government and with what the Govern-
ment said about the Opposition from time
to time. The Leader of the Opposition will
geb a chanee to do something for the unem-
ployed, and when he is weighed in the bal-
anee, 1 hope he will not be found wanting.
All scientific forms of income tax make
allowauee for deductions from the assessable
income of so much per child, so that before
the assessable incowns s finally determined
all obligations are eguated, and so the
eapacity to pay is arvived at on an equit-
able basis. The wages lax was Justified upon
the ground that although the tax was in-
cquitable, it was required for the relief of
unemployment. The indusirial workers and
the people of Western Australia generally
said, “All right, if this tax is for the relief
of unemployment, we are willing to pay the
tax.” So a tax of 4%d. in the pound was
levied, and in the vear 1933 the tax resulted
in a return of £202.000, and there was paid
ount in unemployment relief from revenue,
£357,000. So that the Mitehell-Latham Gov-
ernment did distribute in the relief of un-
employment every penny they collected from
the wages tax, plas £155,000 from general
yevenue. But the people were told that the
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incidence of the tax was wrong. Everyone
had to pay a flat rate of 414d. in the pound.
and we were told that it was unfair to tax
the basie wage. What happened when the
new Labour Government took oltice? They
put over one of what, if I may horrow un
expression of the member for WNedlands
{Hon. N. Keenan), I would deseribe as an
“artifice of the politieal trickster.” They told
the workers it was nol fair to tax the basic
wage, so they exempted from taxation the
man who was on the basie wage, but no
more. The basic wage then was £3 10s. 6d.
Tlon. C. G. Latham: That was the basie
wage in the eity; not on the goldfields.
Mr., HUGHES: That is so. But to the
man who earned £4 a week, the Labour
Government did not say that the hasic wage
of £3 10s. 6d. was exempt, and that he
would pay the tax on 9s. 6d. only; they im-
posed upon that man the tax on the full
£4. They taxed both the basic wage and the
man’s margin. Tt is useless for the Govern-
ment to say that they are in favour of
cexempting the basic wage from taxation,
beeanse they taxed the basie wage. Then
they said the rates were wrong. The man
in receipt of £4 a week had to pay a tax
of 4%4d. in the pound, so the Labour Gov-
ernment reduced the rate to 4d. Thus, in-
stead of paying ls. 6d. the worker on £4 a
week paid 1s. 4d. e was 2d. a week better
oft. Then there was the position of 2 man
in receipt of £5 a week, irrespective of his
obligations. There are members of the union,
of which I am secretary, who have five child-
ren to maintain on £5 a week, but men in
that position were charged a rate of 5d. in
the pound. So the ¥%d. that fhe
Labour Government gave to the man in re-
ceipt of £4 a week, they took from the man
who got £5 a week, They said to fhe man
in receipt of £6 weekly, “You shall pay 6d.
in the pound”; to the man on £7 a week,
that he should pay 7d. in the pound; to the
man on £8 a week, that he mnst pay 9d. in
the pound; but they did not say to the man
on £12 a weck that he must pay a wages tax
of 1s. in the pound. There they stopped.
They did not say to the member of Parlia-
ment who earned £12 a week, that he must
pay 1s. in the pound. They did not say %o
Cabinet Minis‘ers who were in receipt of £30
a week, that they must pay 2s. 6d. in the
pound. T submit there would be less hard-
ship inflicted if 2s. Gd. in the pound were
taken from Ministers of the Crown in re-
ceipt of £30 a week, than there is in taking
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9d. in the pound from a man who has a fam-
ilv to support on £5 a week, or £8 o week.
The Govermmnent shifted the incidence of the
tax and put in on to the workers and on to
the members of the lower middle class. They
did not {ouch those in the upper scale. So
that evervhody in the State should
be properly fed and clothed. I would
allow the tax to go on indefinitely
until it reached a rate of 10s. in the
pound or more. Do members realise what
that would mean? Tf we were to levy a rate
of 10s, in the pound, the man in receipt of
£120 a week, would have to pay £60 per week
in taxation. [ hope that if ever we do that,
T shall be the first man in the ecommunity
to get slugged for £60 a week. As o result
of the alteration of the incidence of taxation,
the impost produced in the following xear
£411,0600, or more than double the return
during the previous year. Slrangely enough,
although the Government received more than
deuble the amount, the money paid away
in relief of unemployment was reduced to
£244,000, s0 that Consolidated Revenue made
a net profit of £167,000. Therefore, whereas
the previous Government—God forbid that
I should defend the Government with so
many sins on their shoulders
Hon. ¢. . Latham: You say that they
aeted better than the present Government.
Mr, HUGHES : The previous Government
have been wrongly and unfairly dealt with.
They did give the unemployed cvery penny
they got from the wages tax, but the present
Government withheld £167,000 and paid it
into Revenue,
Hon. €. G. Latham: For the first yvear.
Mr. JIUGIIES: Yes, and during the
second vear the tax relurned the enorm-
ous sum of £685,000, but the Gavern-
ment spent in the vrelief of wunemploy-
ment only £92,000, resulting in a profit
to Consolidated Revenue of £3592.000.
And the ex-Premier said that this tax was
not instituted in nid of unemplovment. It
will be rcmembered that one night, in com-
pany with some birds of the air, he flew over
Fast Perth and made some extraordinary
statements. THe said that this tax had not
heen institnted in aid of unempiovment.
Here are the publiec aceounts for 1933,
signed “A. Berkeley, Under Treasurer,” “P.
Collier, Treasurer.” And on page 3 there
is the entrv “Unemploved relicf tax,
£202,326 Ts. 34, over the member for
Bonlder’s own sienature. Then he said the
tax had not been instituted for the relief of
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uncmplovment! But in the third year the
tax produred £683.000 and in the last vear
it was estimated that the tax wounld aguin
produce £683,000, wbereas it actually pro-
duced over £810,000. And the nmounts esti-
wated to he spent in relief of unemployment
totalled €63,000. So that in the last three
vears the Government have taken from this
taxation over and above what they have
viven to the unemploved in relief, 1%
million ponnrls,

TTon, C. &, Latham: And they have not
built the Fremantle bridge.

Mr. HUGITES: They balanced the Budget,
and the ex-Prenier said ke was proud that
the Budget was halaneced. Your, Mr. Fpeaker.
will reral]l that on one oreasion vou said you
did not eare if the Budget deficit was a
million pounds, so loneg as that nmount was
spent in the interests of the workers. At all
events, T remember it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: So do 1.

Mr. HUGHES: And of course, Ar.
Speaker, you were richt in that remark. The
ex-Premler produeed a surplus of £33,000),
a surplus founded on the Lunian misery and
suffering of the relief and sustenanee work-
ers. And the ex-Premier said he wonld write
i eheque for £100,000 on the Loan Council
and give it to neressitous farmers. That
would have been a worthy thing to do. There
are many in the eity who come into contact
with the farmers on the commereial side,
and they know that the farming community
have suffered terrible privations doring the
past five years. In any relief that we city
members ean get, we ought not to forget
that there are fellow workers in the country
who require our assistance badly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Hear, hear!

AMr. HUGHES: The Government ecom-
mandeered a million and a half and balanced
the Budget. But there was no need to hal-
ance the Budget, because the Federal Gov-
ernment had provided for our assistance to
the tune of £200,000. There was that money
that we could have got from the Federal
Government and whieh could have been dis-
tributed in relief of unemplovment prior to
the 30th June last. The Government were
embarrassed at the opening of the last Loan
Council, when Mr, Lyons drew attention to
the faet that they had provided for loan
money £31,000,000, but the Treasurer had
been unable to spend more than £26,600.000,
and so they had £5,000,000 on hand, and we
could have £200,000 of it. And if we had
asked for another £200,000, they would have
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given us that, too. I think this State owes
about £88,000,000. Taking my family respon-
sibilities, apart from my private ereditors,
I think 1 ecan answer for something like
£800. I would willingly surrender to the
Federal Governent all my nssets if they
would give me a clean discharge. So we ave
owing so much that another £200,600 would
Iave been neither here nor there, My, Lyons
says—I saw it in this morning’s paper—that
they have taken over the responsibility for
State debts. That is news to me. They
have taken over the responsibility for pay-
ing them, but at the same time they
have shown XNew Sonth Wales that
the States have to pay. The Comnmonwenlth
have taken over the responsibility for secing
that we pay onp debts. That is of no ad-
vantage to us. 1 wuas at a dinner in South
Australia when a Federsl member got up
and talked of what the Irederal Giovernment
had done for unemployment. Fle made some
extraordinary statements. One would have
thought the Yederal Government were doing
everything. At the end of his speech that
gentleman told a funny story, the termina-
tion of which neeessitated his imitating the
hleat of a goat, which he did verv suceess-
fully. But our Government were embarrassed.
There wus £200,000 whieh they might have
spent for the reliel of unemployment, but
would not do so. Consequently, they decided
to raise the salavies of people who were well
ahove unemplovment. Tn 1833, when the
IFinanciul Emergencey Act was introduced,
wages and salaries were cut to the extent
of 18 per cent., 20 per eent. and 22% per
cent., aecording to earnings. The tramway
men and railwaymen in Fast PPerth had
their wages reduced hy 18 per cent. So
the tramway man on £4 18s. per week was
reduced to £4 2s. 6d., or a reduetion of 13s.
Gd. per week., And this on the plea of a
ecommon saerifice. Members of Parliament
were redueced 20 per cent. and MMinisters
of the Crown were reduced 20 per cent.
or 2214 per cent., I do not know which.
Beeause we know that a Alinister reccives
£1,000 from the Treasury and for that,
aceording to the Act, he was entitled to be
reduced by 20 per eent. Buot he gets an-
other £500 as member of the House.
Hon, C. G. Latham: It was provided that
the two salaries should be counted as one.
Mr, HUGHES: Then the salaries of
Ministers were reduced by 2215 per cent.
So we find that when the tramway man was
reduced to £4 2s. 6d. the member of Par+
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linment was reduced to £480. The Minis-
ler for Kmployment—speaking, of course,
impersunally—was reduced from £31 per
weel to £23 per week, and the Commission-
er of Railways was reduced from £38 per
week to £30 per week. When the Govern-
ment were coming baek into power they
said it was terrible that the industrial
worker should be subjeet to the Financial
Emergeney Aet, and that as soon as they
were reftnrned they would release those under
the provisions of the Arbitration Court
from the provisions of the Finanecial Emer-
gency Aet. But on the 30th June, 1933,
when the depression was at its worst, the
basic wage reached its lowest stage of
i8s.,, a reduction of 18s. Later on it went
haek 1s. Gd. in the pound. So in 1933 the
preseut  Government passed legislation
abolishing the Finaneial Emergency Act in
vespeet of tramway men and railway men.
The tramway man was delighted at getting
his cutb back, but when he went up for his
next pay he found that he was given the
same money as before the Act was abol-
ished.  And this is what they told him in
explunation, a truly chauvinistie explana-
tion:—f“Under the Finaneial Fmergenecy
Act you were reduced 15s. Gd. per week.
We have abolished that, but in consequeace
of the hasie wage having fallen to £3 9s.
Gd., a reduction of 15s. Gd,, what we have
given you hack under the Finaneial Emer-
2ency Aet on the one hand, we have to
take again under the provisions of the
basic wage.’”” 8o the tramway man was
not a penny better off and is still on fhe
£4 2s. 6d. plus the 1s. Gd. rise last week.
Thus, the tramway men of East Perth and
the railway men and the industrial work-
ers are suffering financial emergency de-
ductions. What about us, or those who
were here before the last clections? In
1933 members were reduneced to £430 and
placed in the same position as the tram-
way man, bearing their ¢ot under the Fin-
ancial Emergency Act. At the end of 1034
members received an inerease of f£d5 a
year, and at the end of 1935 members’ sal-
aries were restored in full. For us the
depression is over. We are back to 1930
rates. We are 20 per cent. better off than
in 1930, which point I will explain later.
The Minister for Employment, in 1933, was
down to £23 a week, hut was raised in
1954 to £33, and at the end of 1933 was
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vestored to £31 per week. The Commis-
sioner of Railways was reduced from £38
te £30, and he, too, has zone back to the
original salavy. Evervbody in the 1'ublic
Nerviee who was getiing over €10 1 week
has had his full salary restored, and it cost
ithe Government £100,000 this year to do
it., While I am on this point, T would like
to answer a stafement by the present Min-
ister for Employment. A Minister is in
a very happy position when he receives a
deputation in that he always seis the last
say. The Minister for Employment pointed
out that the man on £30 a week has fo
pay Yederal and State income tax. That
is the first time I have cver known the
Minister to see the point of view of the
man on £30 a week; he used to sec the
point of view of the man on £4 a week.

The Mimister {for Employment: It was
not the point of view; it was the faet.

Mr, HUGHFES: Two months on Minis-
terial salary and he sees the other point of
view! Taking the figure at £1,500, the Min-
ister would pay in Tederal and State in-
come tax approximately £140 per annum.
1le is paying only 9d. in the pound emer-
gency fax, the same as the man
on £8 a week. Allowing that the
Minister pets rid of approximately
£200 of his salary and is reduced
to £1,300, we are told aceording to the basie
wagpe—and so lonz as the figures remain
unchallenged we have to aceept them—that
what could be bought for 86s, in 1930 ean
now be bourht for 72s. That is, 35, will
now buy what it took 8s. to buy in 1930.
In restoring the salaries of members of Par-
liament to £600, we are now on the cquiv-
alent of £720 according to the 1930 money
basis. We have had a 20 per cent. increase
in salary and some of us deserve it. Min-
isters of the Crown have had a 20 per cent.
inerease in real money value—puchasing
power, and so have all the people reeeiving
over £10 a weeck. But the tramway men and
industrial workers remain on the 13s. 6d. re-
duction, We are told that is a matter for
the Industrial Arbitration Court, but there
is nothing to prevent the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe introducing an amendment to
the Avbitration Aet to plus the basic wage
15s. 6d. If it was right for this House to
interfere with the basie wage by reducing
it by 13s. 6d., it is right for us to plus it
by that amount. Whenever we like, we can

237

put the industrial werker on the sane level
as gurselves; we can end the depression for
him. But I do not suggest we shond do
that or that we should he allowed to keep
our inecrense. There are in thz conuaunity
the unemployved man with a wife and two
c¢hildren who, in 1930, was allowed to earn
48+ a week. and in 1736 he iz allowed to
carnt 523, He has ind a magnificent inereas:
of 45, a week, We have had an terease of
£2.

ITon. C. G. Latham: 1le is compelled to
Join the union,

Mr. IICGHES: That is another matter.
All we could do for a man with a wife and
two children was to give him 4s. a week in-
crease. There are many farmers I know
who are in a similar position. 1 sugzest
that before we gave one penny tn on selves
or to any civil servant on £10 a week, be-
fore we gave the Conunissioner of Railways
£8 a weck we should have said that nohody
was entitled to revert to the 1930 salaries so
long as one man was foreed to keep a family
on less than the basiec wage. We eould end un-
employment to-morrow. We should end it
to-morrow if we were honest in our protes-
tations. We are spending in loan money
appreximately 2% millions this year, If
we added the wazes tax of £800,000 to that
amount, it weuld mean we eould provide
every relief and sustenanee worker with a
33 per cent. mmerease. A married man on
52s. a week conld get a 17s. a week incrense
which wounld bring his total to 62s. a week,
and only 3s. below the bhasie wage. It would
nof he necessary to put all of them at work.
If we could put 60 per cent. at work on full-
time wages, the spending in necessities would
eause money to eireulate and in the turnover
we would find all back at work.

Mr. Latham: That was the policy when
the party opposite were on this side of the
House.

Mr, Patrick: We heard it every night.

Mr. HUGHES: As an impartial observer
I can assure hon. members that the Oppo-
sition poliey is always that of the Opposi-
tion and the Government policy alwaxs that
of the Government, quife apart from the
personnel on the benches. Bat there is no
need to join issue on the poliey of making
this money availahle. If we made it avail-
able to-morrow, we could put every man on
full-time work, We have been in a par-
ticularly favourable position compared with
the other States. We as a State have no
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exouse for unemploymnent, becanse we have
had a gold mining revival and, as a vesult,
many more men are af work in the gold
mining industry. Heavy timber is required
for the gold mining industry, cansing em-
ployment in the timber industry, and the
subsidiary requirements of the timber and
the gold mining industry are cawsing activ-
ity in the factories of the metropolitan aren.
I know that some people thought this was
the result of individual efforf, but that is
not so. It has been simply due to the ex-
change of commodities and the turnover., 1f
we could put 60 per cent. of the unem-
ployed at work, we would ahsorh the rest
in a very short time, We shall be asked, “Tt
you take the financial emergeney tax for
the relief of unemployment, how are you
going to balance the Budget”? T would
balanee the Budget by increased taxation.

Taxation is ecivilisation.  Civilisation g
simply the proeess of taking {rom
the individual his liberty and property

for the communal good. We have been told
that we are £400,000 a year under-taxed.
The Federal Grants Commission in their re-
port, which it is too late for me to quote to-
night, deducted £400,000 from our grant he-
cause we were under-taxed.  If we want
another half a million pounds let the emer-
geney tax iake its course; let it go on. Let
the Minister for Employment pay 2s. 6d. in
the pound. T assure him that the more we
take from him in financial emergency fax,
the less Federal income tax :¢ will have to
pay. Like the old doctors of equity, we will
purge his conscience by emptying his pocket.
Let us pay ls in the pound. Wonld any
member be unwilling to do that if he kuew
it was going in the relief of unemployed
workers and neeessitons farmers? We want
that gnarantee. I am told the Legislative
Council would not pass the tax.

The Minister for Employment: A couple
of members here were grinning like Cheshire
cats when yon mentioned 10s. in the pound.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And your face grew
long when vou heard it.

Mr. HUGHES: We could probably ex-
plain to the Legislative Council that if we
took a lot of this substance from them to-
day, they would take a big inheritance for
themselves and save a great deal in probate
duty.

The Minister for Employment: We will
talk to them about it.

Mr. HUGHES: I would not hesitate to
take £60 a weck from a man who was getting
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£120, What ean any man do with £120 a
week? I ask the opinion of the member for
Canning (Mrv. Cross) the financial expert,
e remains gpeechless. Take the man on
£60. If he paid 5= in the pound, that wounld
come to £15 a week. I think ke would will-
ingly pay that. Anyone would he glad to
pay that to feel seeure that everyone had at
least o decent standard of living, It is no
use talking about it unless we do something,
It may be said the Legislative Couneil would
not pass the Bill. I do not know when the
Legislative Council have friled to do what
this House wanted when this House really
wanted it. T the Legislative Counecil hecame
ohstreperous, we could go round it, and if
it was too difficult to go round it, we could
go over it. Let us ehallenge another place
on the financial question, TIf the Couneil
threw out the Bill, we could take our eour-
ttge and our political skins in our hands and
o back to the clectors. We counld say, “We
have had to go to the ecouniry beeause the
Legisiative Cenneil will not pass this Bill.”
If we came back with a majority, as
assuredly we would, we could then say to the
Legislative Council, “You pass this Bill, or
else 7 Another plaee would pass the
Bill without auny trouble.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They have been very
generous to the Government and have passed
all their measures,

AMre. MIUGHES: Tt is no use saying the
Council woull not pass this Bill until wie
put it up to them.

Mr. Hegney: They did not pass the Bill
i 1933.

A, AUGHES: They passed it ulti-
mately. Would the hon. member care to
take them on?

Mr. Hogney: 1 wonld fake them on at any
time.

Mr. HUGHES: The thing is done. In
the Angle-Saxon Constitution it 1s a recog-
nised thing that the Upper House shall not
mterfere with the finances. The House of
Lords does not interfere with them. If the
worst eame to the worst, and we could prove
conelusively that the electors were behind the
Government, we could appeal to the House
of Commons and say, “We are in a cul-de-
sae. Will you give the Legislative Assembly
of Western Australin the powers the House
of Commons has heen given against the
Lords?” Undoubtedly they would answer in
the aftirmative. Then we would have the
Parliamentary Aet of 1911 re-enacted in our
Constitution. I assure members from my
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experience that the bark of the Legislative
Council is worse than its bite.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a good excose.

Mr. HUGHES: Tf we said te the memn-
hers of the Legislative Council, after going
to the country, “We now have a direet man-
date from the people to do what we want,”
1 am sure the Couneil would look at the con-
stitntional aspect, and say, “God forhid that
we should put another Clydesdale blot on the
Constitution. Let us aet constitutionally
this time,” and they would give way. It is
of no use to say they would stop s, beeause
we have not vet tried.

Mr. North: There are very few tall pop-
pics.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member is tall
enouglh to be charged. If our tax as mem-
bers of Parliament were inereased from Od.
to 1s. in the pound if would provide another
3s. from each of ux. I agree there are not
many tall poppies.

Mr. North: You would get very little
revenue that way.

Mr. HUGHES: We would get a lot of
money out of men earning from £12 to £20
a week., If we could not get it, we would
be able to make the rate a little higher.
Men on £5 a week would pay Gl. in the
pound if they knew if was for a trust fund
to relieve unemployment. T would have a
difficult constituency to deal with on the
question of wages. I would go back to the
industrial workers of East Perth and say
to those on full-time work, “You have to pay
a little more to keep your fellow-workers on
full-time.”” If we raised another lalf mil-
lion pounds in taxation we could then ask
the Federal Government for more granfs.
and following out their prineciples they
would give it to us.

Alv. Tonkin: T thought you did not want
the assistance of the Federal Government.

Mr. IIUGHES: That is one advantage
that we people in liumble cirenmstanees of
life have over others. XNot such an exacting
role of conduct is renvired of me ax is re-
quired of the hon. wmember, 1 ecan afford
to be a little incousistent. It is one of the
penalties the hon. member pays for great-
ness. I did not say we wanted nothing from
the Federal Government, hut that we did
not want them to shoulder our responsi-
Lilities.

My, Tonkin: You said we did not want
Commonwealth assistanee.

My, ITCGIIES : T said nothing of the sort.
I said it was hypocrisy on the part of the
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ton, member to lead us, Mozes-like, to the
promised land, and icll us to apply to Joe
Lyons.  Whilst the present alignment of
powers is there, we want to take every shil-
ling we can get from the Commonwealth.
[ wonld not eare if I were charged with a
hundred jnconsistencics so long as I saw
cvery man employed {o-merrow.  Later on
1 am going to move the following amend-
iment, but will add n few words fo what
appears on the Notice Paper. The nmend-
went will then read—

That the following words be added to the
Address-in-Hepls :— “ But we regret that Your
Exeelleney’s Speceh contiuins no statement to
the effeet that your Ministers intend to use
the sums colleeted and to be collected under
the Finaneial Emergeney Tax for the provision
of full-time employment of those citizens at
[resent o part-time relicf work, and for the
relief of necessitous farmers.’?

AMr. Withers: That is an ear-tickler,

AMr. Marshall: You have got them this
time.

Ay, HUGHES: As a receiver under the
Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Act, I have a
farm, und vear after vear I have inereased
the deficit upon it. I admit that it has heen
an ecldueation to me. 1 have heen foreed as
a rveceiver—and as a seeretary of an indas-
trial union who is always nsking for in-
erensed wages—to employ men at 30s. a
week and their keep, which latter ran out
at 1ds, a week; and T owe them three years’
wiges at 303, per week.  That is terrible.
As people who stand up for industrial
workers, we should turn our eyes to the
farmers. I would be guite prepared to give
them a grant. If a farmer cannot afford
io employ labour and it is bencficial fo the
State that a further area should be cleared
on his farm—aund beneficial it is, for we do
not pay our interest in* gold hut in wheat
and wool—I would be prepared to give the
farmer a subsidy to enable hin to employ
labour under proper conditions.

AMinisterial Members: Why not give the
subgidy to the emplovee direct?

A, JICGHES: Let it be given to the
employee divect. I am afraid I shall have
to defer discussion of the Yellowdine Gold
Mine until some other time, but I do want
to refer to two matters which I consider are
crave seandals, two things that rank this
Btate as having heen governed in the past
by gangsters and grafters. This State of
Western Australin i= a paradise for gang-
slers and grafters. We have a licensing law.
We  have three men administering the
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Licensing Act.  Thare had been seven or
cight petitions for a pub. Personally I
would not care if there were no pubs, be-
cavze T do not drink. I signed a petition
because one night a man looking weary and
tired came to the house and asked me to
sign it. T asked him was it of any benefit to
him if I signed. Ille¢ replied, “Yes; vour
signature is worth three halfrence.” 1 was
fiattered, and so I signed the petition. How-
ever, it is an exiraordinary thing how
licenses are grantad by the Licensing Bench.
Seven, I think, applications were made for
1 lieense in Mt Lawley, Each petition
hind the required mamber of signatures. The
Llaeks of land apjwearved to be more ur less
the same. Al the appiieations were re-
Jucted, till suddenly Senator F. B. Johnston
comes along, makes an applieation, and

it is granted without any  trouble.
I want to know why Senator Jolm-
slon ean met a license whilst nobody

else ean.  The Ticensing Beneh to-day is
appavently the mounopoly of one or two
men, and the sooner we abolish the Licens-
ing Bench the better for the honour of
Western Anstralia. Let the matter go hack
to the judiciary. The members of the
Licensing Beneh are in a {errible position,
They are appointed for three vears; and
they know that if they do not do ns they
are told, out they go at the cnd of the
three years. There was an hotel at Ned-
lands. There was trouble ahout the license.
It was desired to have a piciure show at
Nedlands, A friend of the head of the
‘Agrienltural Bank, Mr. Alee MeCullum,
wanted to run pictures: but the Town Plan-
ning Commission would net give him per-
wission to make the area a business avea.
Then along comes another gentleman, who
wants a hotel.  Ile selected a Dblock of
land, to all intenls and purposes equivalent
to the one on which the hotel was after-
wards built, 1le applicd for the license,
but in eame Senator Jolhnston again for a
license on the opposite eorner. ILast in
was first home: the Senator got the license.
But the Minister for Lands, the memher
for Mt, Magnet, held out on them, not want-
ing to let them have cither the picture
show or the hotel. Ile would not pass the
neeessary reculation. ITo held them up for
four months hefore he would let the regu-
lation go. Then something extraordinary
happened. There was a strike in Nalgoorlie,
and the Minister was out in his eclectorate
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in eonnection with that strike. The then
Premier had returned from New Zealand
after his holiday, and Mr. McCallum had
got the job in the Agrieultural Bank and
was due to retire in three or four days. I
repeat, an extraordinary thing happened.
The then DPremier suddenly transferred
from the Minister for Lands to Mr. Me-
Callum, who was then Minister for Works,
the portlolio governing tawn planning; and
three days hefore Mr. MeCallum retired
from public life he reversed the decision of
the Minister for Lands and granted leave
for the pub and the pieture show. An-
other strange thing is that in the ‘‘Gov-
ernment (Gazette’’ announeing Mr. MeCal-
lum's appointment as Minister controlling
town planning, that gentleman promulgated
a set of regulations allowing Johnston teo
have the pub and his friend to have the
picture show,

Ion. €. G. Latham: Ts that a true state-
ment?

The Minister for Lands: There is not a
hit of truth in it. But it is just like the
hon. member.

Mr. HUGIHES: Why is it not true?

The Minister for Lands: Not a bit of it
is true.

TTon. C. (5. Latham: It is a serious thing.
There ought to be an ingniry.

'The Minister for Lands: This man as-
sumes a lot, but he does not know the facts,

My. HUGIIES: Put up an independent
inquiry, and we will see what are the faets.

The Minister for Lands: I welecome it.

Mr. HUGHES: Why haz it not been
held?

The Minister for Lands: Beeause I do
not take the slightest notice of your vile
slanders. Why should I¥

Mr, HUGHES: You have the impertin-
ence to talk ahont vile slanders!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! T ask the hon.
member to keep order.

Mr, HUGHES: I am sure I am entitled
to answer a statement such as that.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member ought
to address the Chair. He knows that.

AMr. HUGIES: The statement about the
Nedlands hotel is true. The ‘‘Government
(fazette’’ issued about two or three days
hefore MeceCallum’s retirement contained
MeCallum’s appointment, and eontained the
regulation giving the right to have the pub.
If my statement is not truc, the ‘‘Govern-
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ment (iazette’’ is false. It was a strange
denouement. I was a strange thing to take
the portiolio out of the hands of the }Min-
ister for Lands, who would not promulgate
the rezulations, and transfer it to a Min-
ister retiving from public life who would.
In any other eountry of the world a Min-
ister placed as was the Minister for Lands
would have retired as a protest, would
have upheld his Ministerial dignity by ve-
tiving. That transaction has left a
nasty taste in the mouths of the people.
The hon. member talks about my statements!
The hon. member’s  colleagnes  issned =
pamphlet slandering me. Tlow did they get
on when they had to prove their stafements
in court? 'They failed miserally and they
stole the workers' money in order fo pay the
damages. T hope the member for Murchison
(Mr. Marshall) wili go further with his
motion and that he will not onlyv seek an in-
quiry into the granting of liquor licenses,
but will ascertain who are the real licensces,
who met the provisional certificates, and who
buy the provisional certifieates. I think we
will then be satisfied that the time has
arrived when we should abolish the licensing
board, which is under Ministerial confrol.
One hon. member talked about true state-
ments. A member of the licensing board
was publiely charged with having given him-
self a license while he was sitting on the
hoard. That slatement was made in a public
newspaper worth over £100,000.

ITon. C. G, Latham: But that man was
not a member of the board when the state-
ment was made.

AMr. HUGIIES: No, but that would not
have prevented action heing faken against
the paper.

Hon, C. G. Lafliam: That is =0, but | was
making the point that he is not a membher
of the prezent hoard.

Mr. HUGHES: But an investization into
the whole question will, T am sure, show that
it is wrone to place men in & judiecial or
quagi-judicial posttion. with the Mini-terial
axe over their heads every three vears. IE
we are to have a licensinz hoard, then they
should be given the ordinary judicial term
of office, so that the members of the tribunal
shall be free. Let the Minizier place on the
Table of the House the papers in conneetion
with this business, Let him appoint an
independent enmmissioner to inquire into (he
operations under the Licensing Act. Let us
have a full investization inte matters con-
cerning that Nedlands hotel. If the in-
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vestigntion proves my statement intrae, well
and cood, but [ know the statements T have
made ave trae. The Minister is very anxious
to keep me out of publie life, even to the
extent of mmking me bankrupt. Here i3 a
publivation of which 20,000 copies have been
issued,  I'n it Lhe statements | have made
are printed and published, T defy the hon.
member 1o wo for me on that statement, not
under privilege as was done with regard to
the manganese maiter, hut in court, where
we will all be on an equal fooling.

M. Lawmhbert: That i< where T come in.

A IMUGHES: 1lere js the stalement T
wadle, and 20,000 copies of the publieation
have heen eivenlated.  The chiallenge has not
heen taken ap beeause the Minister knows
that it is the truth. #od that the facts have
heen taken from public documents.  That
shows the extent to which the public life of
this State has deleriorated. There is one
other matter I want to deal with, because
T think it ealls for handling by Parliament.
1 refer to starting-price betting. We know
that day by day men are brought before the
cowrt for the oflence of starting-price bet-
ting and have been fined large sums that
have aggregated £60,000. We alse know
that eertain people who rin betting houses
are  exempt from  prosccution.  In East
Perth those who conduct some shops are
pro~eented, while others ave not. For my
part, T do not desire any of them to he
prosecuted. 1€ is time there was some hon-
exty about our dealivgs with the betting pro-
blem, The Premier of South Australia said
last week, “lf you take up the morning
paper, yon ean rewd  three-quarters of a
column ol vietne eondemning starting-priec
betting, and two pages of vice giving the
whole information ahout horses and their
prices.”  We know that a legizlator can run
a belting shep in this place and in this State
without fear of prosecution.  The Goodwood
racecouise is owned by a Melbourne mil-
lionaire amld is managed v one of our legis-
lators.  We know what goes on weekly and
et theve is never a prosecution, Why should
those who ¢in afford lo spend £5 in going
to a raceconrse be allowed to do sg with
immunity ? My experience of vears ago tells
me (hat a man cannot xo o the racevourse
for less than £3.

The Mipister for Mines: He might not
ot away for less.

My, HUGHES: At any rate, T think the
Minister can get there on his pass. When I
was vounger and used to get the good »il
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and went to the races, I considered I had
had a good day if it cost me only £5. There
are lots of people whe have only 101 to
spend altogether. Tf it is right that people
who ean alford £3 to go to a racecourse
should be permitted to do so, why is it wrong
for the man with 5s, to have a couple off
Bets? If a man gets a theill in passing
money over to a hookmaker, why should we
differentiate? Why should it be an offence
in Barrack-street to do what is not an
offence if done at Goodwood? If we are to
stamp out betling, let ns stamp it out alto-
gether. There is another point. Why is a
fine of £10 warranted at Boulder and one
of £60 in Perth, for similar offences?

Mr. Lambert: Tt is all a matter of degree.

Mr., HUGHES: There are never any
prosceutions alk Southern Cross.

Mr. Lambert: The people there have no
money with whieh to bet.

Mr. HUGHIES: T suppose the poor devils
invested it all in the manganese company.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, HUGIES: 1% is a scandalous thing
that hefore the Inst clection the starting-
priee hookmakers were promised Immunity
and sympathetic consideration if they sub-
seribed (o the party funds of the Govern-
ment.

Hon, C. @, Latham: What is that?

AMr. HUGHES: Between them they put
up £330,

Member: My God!

My, HUGHES: That meoney was given
to the representative of the Government on
hehalf of (heir funds.

Mr. Lambert: Can you tell me that man’s
address?

My, HUGHES: Yes.

IHon, C. (. Latham: Statements like that
are no joke.

The Minister for Mines: T am sorry [ did
not get some of it.

Mr. TUGHES: T do not eare ahout the
Government asking these people to  sub-
seribe. We know that all sorts of capital-
ists subseribed to the fund so that we might
hear members over the ether, That money
did not eome from the workers. I am sorry
the Minister for Employment (Hon. A, R.
G. Hawke) did not take up my challenge
when T offered to show where I got certain
money from if he would provide a full list
of those who subseribed to the Labour
Party's expenses. We know that open con-
feszion iz good for our souls.
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lon. C. G. Latham: You know that some
wild statements were made.

AMr. Marshall: YWho is making this speech?

Mr, HUGHES: We do know that at the
time of one election a junior police officer,
who was a member of the starting-price bet-
ting squad, said to his sergeant, ““Shall T be
wanted? The sergeant replied, ¢‘No, it is
a close season for a eouple of weeks. There
is an election on” XNo one was prose-
cuted for a fortnieht. 1t is deeidedly
unfair that the starting-price bookmakers
should be induced to contribute to the
funds of the party opposite on the
understanding  that there will he no
rigid enforecement of the law against
them. They should not have the law
enforeced against them so long as one of our
legislatars is permilted to Tun a private bet-
ting concern. We should taeckle the betting
problem and say definitely whether we shall
allow hetting to be indulged in. Personally
I would not be agreeable to permitting pro-
prietary racing elubs at all. They should
be ahbolished and the W.A.T.C. should be the
only bedy allowed {o conduet racing.

Mr. Lambert: Now you are on sound
ground.

Mr. HUGHES: At last I am on sound
ground!

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie will cease interjecting.

Mr, HUGHES: The reason why I sug-
eest the W.AT.C. should he the only hody
to eonduct vacing is that it is not a pro-
prictary elub and whatever profits are made
from wracing go haek into the sport.

My, Lambert: Hear, hear!

Alr. HUGHES: Therefore the only way
we can tuckle this hetting question is to say
whether or nobt we shall allow private in-
dividuals to indulge in it. Whatever may
be decided, the law should be rigidly en-
forced because we cannot blame men for
heing disecontented if they arc hauled up
and fined £60 when they know that others
aeross the street are allowed to do the same
thing with impunity. I have seen het-

ting shops in  South Australia.  There
are many objeelionable features about

The Government there is tackling
the question. Their great trouble in South
Australia, is that there are toe many
hetting davs; every day in the week is a
hetting day and the tendeney is to restriet
the betting days and so cut out more or

them.
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less the objectionable features of the sys-
tem. The I'ress is the problem in South
Australia.  The leading paper attacks the
evil of hetting shops. The authorities say,
“ Al rieht, will you assist us to stamp out
boiting by not referring to the down-the-
line meeting?’  Then the paper vefers them
to the Dbroadeasting people, whom the
authorities approach, after which they go
backt to the newspaper where they are
told there is a change in the editorial.
Presently, they may require legislation
to control the betting information that is
dizseminated by the Press and over the air.
Of course no onc regards the starting-price
men as eriminals, T know legislators who go
into betting shops oceasionally und have a
bet.

My, Marshall: I know some of them whao
are seldom out of sueh shops on betting
davs,

AMr. HCGHES: But it is very unfair
when a politieal party approaches the
starting-price men and gives them to under-
stand that they are buying immunity from
the law. I sav that whatever they were
promised they ought to get., Then even a
Junior police officer knows that there arve
certain people who are taboo and must not
he touched, and so passes them by. One
pelice officer said to me, ‘‘I could go on to
a proprietavy race course and arrest the
proprietor, but T could then pack my port
for Broome the next day. Whether that
is so or not we do not know, but we do
know that for years past there has been
ne enforeement of the law against propri-
rtarv race courses. Moreover, the police
court is not an instrument of justice so
far as the betting law is ecncerned, but
an arm of our revenue officers. It is ridi-
culous for the Commissioner of Police to
say that he could not stamp out starting
price betting if he wanted to, for we know
that he could take & squad of men and
accomplish it in three weeks. But the
people themselves want this form of bet-
ting, and personally I do not see why a
man with only a few shillings who wants a
bet cannot have it, the same as a man with
more money. As a matter of fact, I have
entertained hopes myself of getting some
ecconomie relief by means of winning one
ol our lotteries, but it does not look so
gaod now. In eonrlusion, I want to thank

1]
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wembers for the very patient hearing they
have given me, a newcomer, ond I move—

That the Address te Iis Excellency the Gov-
ernor he amended by adding the following
words:—'¢But we regret that Your Excel-
lency’s Speech contains no statement to the
effect that your Ministers intend to use the
sums collected and to be collected under the
financial emergeney tax for the provision of
full-time employment for those citizens at pre-
sent on part-time relief work, and for the re-
lief of necessitous farmers,’’

Mr. HILL: I formally second the amend-
ment.

THE DEPUTY PREMIER (Hon. M. F.

Troy — Mt. Magnet on  amendment)
111.7]: 1 do not propose to address

myself to the amendment at any great
length tor I intend to speak fo the
motion at & later stage. If ever there
was a futile amendment moved in this House
it is the one now befure the House. From
what I have heard 1 thought the hon. mem-
ber had somethiny vital to move as an
amendment, but all he does is to move this
futile provision expressing regret. He just
regrets; he does not say that the Govern-
ment have not done in the past what he now
snggests they ought to do. He makes no
charges. He takes up three hours to-night
with heckling and seolding and vilifying
members of the Government, and now he
moves this peurile amendment whieh will
not give the people for whom he speaks in
the amendment one shilling of relief; be-
cause every penny collected by the Govern-
ment from the financial emwergency tax is
atready used for the service of the country
in providing work for the unemployed.
This amendment would not and could not
provide for one penny more. So after all
his protest the hon. member inerely ex-
presses regret and does not propose that one
penny more shall he found; for as I say we
are already spending every penny of the
tax. I do not think I have ever heen so
humiliated as I have been in listening to the
speech made by the hon. member to-night.
His remarks aght be all right in East
Perth where people perhaps are prepared
to believe them, but that sort of vilification
ecannot do any harin to any honest man.
He has made manv statements against the
Government, but his mere statement does not
establish any factz. The hon. member asked
why did T not take action against him when
he made some reference to me in East
Perth. Bui why should I take action? He



244

made no charge of eorruption against me
and so far as I know he never has done.
He merely states on his own base assump-
tion that T resisted certain things and was
deprived of office beeanse I resisted them.
He does not accuse me of heing corrupt
about it, but mevely says T was weak. He
does not know all ihe faets.

The Minister for Xmployment: And does
not want fo.

The DEPTTY PREMIER: He talks abont
his philosophy of lifc. I make this forecast
that ten years hence his philosephy will
be bankrpt, becanse this type of man ean-
not survive,

Mr. 1lnghes intevjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Grder!

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Is it possible
that this type of man ean come into the
House, hold himself up as the only virtnous
man it the whole community and class the
rest of ns as a lot of thieves and scoundrels?
Does he expeet to get away with that sort
of thing, that he is so extremely virtnouns,
and that every man but himself is vile?
It is not possible to have sueh excellence;
it is not hnman nature. What are the facts
about the hotel at Nedlands and my asso-
ciztion with the snbjeel? T was never asked
to approve or reject any application for a
hotel. He wave me the eredit of resisting
interested people. T do not want his eulogy.
I refuse to have it. T was never consulted
regarding a hotel at Nedlands, and the mat-
ter was never determiued by me as Minister
for Town Planninz. This man has built
up a case on his own vile assumption.
He 15 a vile type, and bhe has no case.
That is No. 1 charge. He made another
eharge. He said that Mr. MeCallum black-
mailed My. Collier. He said My, MeCallum
put a gun at Mr. Collier's head and made
him appoint him as Chairman of the Agri-
cultural Bank.

The Minister for Fmployment: That is a
lie.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: Tt is a he.

Ar. Hughes: It is not, and you know it

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the Minis-
ter resume his seat. T appeal to the member
for East Perth to keep order. I gave him
every latitude, and allowed no more inter-
jections than possihble, and I intend to do
the same for other members.

The Minister for Emplovment: He is a
squealer.

Mr. SPEAKER: Shut up!
may proceed,

The Minister
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The DEPUTY FREMIER: Yes, Mr,
Speuker, you gave him every latitude. I
could have risen to a point of order long
ago, beeaunse Standing Order 132 provides
that no member shall digress from the sub-
ject matter of any question under disens-
sion, and all imputations of improper
motives and all personal reflections on mem-
bers shall be considered highly disorderly.
L did not raise the point: T allowed him to
procecd.  Tet lim get vid of his bile. Then
perhaps he might feel better, and more de-
cent. He said M. Collier was blackmatled
by Mr, MeCallum. He says he knows that.
Did he tell the people of East Perth that
e knew it? Did he convinee them? T am
afraid he did. My, Collier was not black-
mailed by My, McCallum. That is a wretebed
snggestion. Mr. Collier did not know a word
about it. I told him when he returned from
New Zealand that 1 had asked 3Mr, MeCal-
lmu to take the appointment, but this man
savs he knows that Mr. Collier was black-
mailed and the avpointment forced from
him. He savs Mr. MeCallum put a gun
at Mr. Collier's head. He does not know
the fucts, and does nof want the facts. I
know the facts, and T say that he does not
tell the truth. His stntement is a vile slan-
der.  He asked whyr action was not taken
in the conrts. I regret that I have to be asso-
ciateld with him bhere. In the courts where he
revels as a eommou informer, I should re-
luse to mect him except under compulsion.
1 hiale to think that 1 have to meet him here.
I am convinced this man cannot get away
permanently with that sort of slander. He
tulks about organising a movement to bring
the Federal Government to their knees, He
has been in dozens of movements, and fought
every one of them. e could not agree with
tue menbers of any wwvement for ten min-
utes. lle tells ns he runs a farm, and it is
in debt. That is his history—everything he
is associated with he gets into debt. When
he wants money, he hecomes a common in-
former and glories in it. There is no man
in this House, scoundrels as he states we are,
who would have him on his mind. I have
shown this House and these people who have
come to listen to their hero, their great hero,
what o great hero he 1= e reminds me of
anuvther man in Australian polities, an East-
ern States mon. [ know the history of that
the

man, He was  always  telling
wanmnnify  other  publie  men  were
seoundrels. Every man was a scoun-
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drel but himselt.  1le even poked his hose
into the (owmestic affairs of people.
Hi- own were absolutely rotten. He would
liold men up to public derision, yet his own
lite was perfectly rotten, In my younger
duyvs T thought he was the strong man of
the State, but he came down with a thud
Liecause people found him out. Is it possible
tiat in all the history of this Parliament,
atter all these years, we have discovered the
vne virtnous man in the whole eommunity,
and the rest are a lot of scoundrels? When
I =prak to the motion, I shall have something
more to say to hin.

The Minister for Finployment: So shall T.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: He says Mr.
McCallum blaekmailed Mr. Collier.  There
i~ no truth in it. I he has any courage, let
him oo outside and say it on a platform, and
refrain from bankmptey when he has

to pay the damages. He was a hero
because he secured Mr. Clydesdale’s
money.  There was  no  manly  rea-
son why the weniber for East  Poerth

sumald he an informer on Mr. Clydesdale.
Mr, Clydesdale had done him no injury, but
he wanted Mr. Clydesdale’s monev, and when
Mr. Clydesdale won the ease after ap-
peal he could not met hack his own
money,  This wan puses as a hero beecaunse
he would not give the money baek to the
uian he took it from. What ave we eom-
ing to in this conntry if his standards are
tich and our stundards are low? What
are we eoming to tn his topsy-turvy world
if his standards arve the hichest and ours are
the lowest in the land. Onr whole morality
Lhas undergone a vevolution. He did not
dare to charge me with corrupt action. My
administration will heoar investigation. I
have never refused permission for the estab-
lishment of a hotel at Nedlands, because
[ was never asked fo give such permission.
Tiut he says he knows that T have been asked :
he knows all about it. He told East Perth
and the public so. As he got away
with it tn Bast 'erth, he thinks he can
et away with it here. It he wants a Royal
Cummission let him et it, If he wants a
Seleet Commititee, let him get it. This
House will elean him up before he has fin-
ished. Members opposite may applaud him
hecause he embarraszes and slanders the
GGovernment, but they do not and ecannot
respect him. He may damage the re-
pubation of the Government and this
way  to them be thought to be quite
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a fair procedure, but members opposite
cannot have any respect for him. No one
can appreciate his insinuations. What he

insinnates are factz he published in East
Perth, and bruited abroad from the public
platfornt.  There i no truth in them;
they are damned lies. To-night he vili-
fied the Premier {Hon. J. C. Willeock).
Fvery man in the House knows there is
ne finer gentleman, that he is noted for
the moderation of his langnage and decency.
He is liked by everyone in the House, but
not by the member for East Perth. That
is not extraovdinary, beeause I do not think
he likes any deernt wan. He will certamly
not like me alter this. The Premier stands
high in the reputation of every member of
the llouse with whom he has heen person-
ally associated. Every man who knows him
appreciates and vesprcts him, but the mem-
ber for East Perth ealled him everything
that was vile, although no member could
subseribe (o what was said. The Premier
never used the word ‘“bludger.”” The inter-
jection was not made by him. He was very
luwt ahout i, and said he had never used
the term, FEFvery member who kaows him
will understand that he could not have
nsed it. The expression got into “*Han-
sard.’’ Many interjections ave not rveported
eorrectly by ‘‘Hansard.”* The Premier was
very pained about it, and spoke to me per-
sonally regarding it. He docs not use that
type of langnage. The member for Fast
Perth in his own electorate broadeast a lot
of old scandal. ¥ challenge him to make
a public statement, and take the risk of
it, that Mr. MeCallum Dblackmailed Mr.
Collier and indueed him to appoint him as
Agricultural Bank Commissioner. Mr. Col-
lier knew not a word about it until he re
turned from New Zealand, when 1 told him
I had approached Mr, MeCallum and asked
him to take the position. The member for
East Perth lhas led the poor fools in East
Perth to believe that Ministers have rohbed
the country of £171,000. Let him move for
an appoiniment of a Royal Commission, and
we will give it to him. We will test all his
seandalous statements.

Mr. Lambert: Every member knows how
false they are.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: One eannot
but be astounded that such phenomena
occar in politics, that men ean get away
with a campaign based on vile seandal,
and secure cleetion to this House. Tt does
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oceur oceasionally. This House is supposed
to represent all the people. It does, and
the hon. member knows the type he repre-
sents. Long hefore Parliament met he was
preparing this speech. He has all his friends
here, those who have been deluded by
him. e has moved a pious resolu-
tion which does not give his friends
1s. FEvery penny that the Government
receive by way of rvevenue or loan is
used for the unemployed and the payment
of the services of the country. The total
revenue received by the State last year was
£9,500,000. The financial emergency collee-
tions amounted to £820,000. The revenue
pays all the services of the eountry, and pro-
vides for edueation, interest £3,500,000,
child welfare and unemployment relief,
£84,000, and =0 on. Every penny of rev-
enue received by the State is expended in
services or in work. The Loan Council has
loaned to this State £2,350,000. The sug.
gestion that the financial emergency fax is
sufficient ta plaee all men, depending on the
Government for employment, on full-time
work shows entire ignoranee of the posi-
tion. Our revenue is barely sufficient to
meet our expenditure. The great bulk of the
men employed by the Government arc em-
ployed on works financed out of loan. These
loans come from the Loan Couneil. Before
the commencement of the finaneial year a
meeting of the Loan Council was held, and
each Government was allowed a certain
amount of loan monev based on the
total amonnt it was possible to raise each
year. 1 the money rollected from the
financinl emergeney tax was used for giving
full-time work on all Goevernment works, the
deficit created by that would have to he re-
couped from loan funds. We would have
to take from loan funds a similar amount
to meet the deficit on the revenne aecount,
and we would be as we were. And so the
position would be the same. There is not
the slightest difference whether the money
is taken from the financial emergeney tax
or from Loan funds. So the position would
not be improved hy the passing of the hon.
member’s amendment. The amendment is
ahsolutely puerile. T does not provide for
‘the expenditure of a shilling. Tt eannot,
hecanse the Government have spent every
penny of the money, except that last vear
there was a surplus of £30,000, which is now
expended also. So every penny of the money
from the financial emergency tax and cvery
penny of ihe money borrowed has been given
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to the serviee of the State and to provide
employvment. That position cannot be
affected in the least degree by the amend-
ment moved hy the memher for Kast Perth.

On motion by Han, C. . Latham, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 11.32 p.m.

Tegislative Assembly,

Tuesday, st September, 1936.
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The SPEAKER fook the Chair at 4.30
p-m,, and read prayers.

FEDERAL SENATE—VACANCY
FILLED.

Mr. SPEAKER: T desire to report that
at a joint silting of both Houoses, held in
accordanee with the requirements of the
Standing Orders, Mr. Thomas William Mar-
wick was duly elected a= a Senator in place
of the late Senator W. Carrell.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY DEBATE.

Apology by Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKFR: T wish to take this op-
portunity to vefer tn what was, to me, a
very unfortunate episode during last Thurs-
day’s debate on the Address-in-reply. Dur-
ing the course of the proceedings, I found
it necessary to call the Minister for Em-
ployment to order, and in doing so I used
some very undignified language, from the
point of view of the Speaker. I offer no
excuse whatever, as the language was both
unjustifiable and undigpified. I simply wish



